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Editorial 

 
WELCOME TO THE pages of the very first issue of our new international journal! From this issue, 
Spectrum is replaced, after 28 years of service to those interested in developing a Christian 
perspective on education, by a new journal with a new format and a more international perspective, 
Journal of Education & Christian Belief. 
 
We are particularly pleased to have the assistance of an international panel of Editorial Advisers in 
addition to that which continues to be given by our UK-based Editorial Board. Our thanks to these 
eminent scholars for agreeing to be involved in this way in JECB along with all the other 
commitments of their busy lives. We will be adding to their number in coming years. 
 
Our concern is to broaden our focus from the more exclusively British one of former years to issues 
in education and Christian belief which are also of interest to people in other parts of the world, 
especially although not exclusively in Europe. (That is not to say that Spectrum was only of interest 
within the UK – a survey of our subscribers’ list a few years ago revealed that they came from over 
30 countries!) It is striking to discover in discussions at international conferences that the issues of 
the moment are often the same ones in widely different parts of the world. At the same time, the 
different cultural-theological perspectives of people in other countries throw fresh light on our own 
thinking and the approaches we adopt in our own national situations and, indeed, in our own local 
communities and schools. 
 
We will therefore seek to publish articles and to review books which have implications for our 
educational theory and practice whether we are based in the UK, another European country or 
elsewhere in the world. We have also included a new feature in the form of our Notes and News for 
which we invite information from you on conferences, publications and events which would be of 
interest to our widely-based readership. (You will notice from this that the present ‘home’ of JECB, 
in that it is the base of both its editors, is shortly to move to new accommodation not far away. Our 
postal and e-mail addresses will continue to reach us for some time yet.) 
 
We also plan to include a Correspondence feature which will provide you with an opportunity to 
respond briefly to an article or a review or to raise an issue of your own. Submissions of longer 
responses or treatments of issues are always welcome in the form of articles for publication. So, 
whether long or short, article or letter/fax/e-mail, we look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Philip Barnes provides us with the first article in the first issue. He makes a careful study of, and 
response to, John Hull’s views on ‘religionism’. John Hull is widely travelled and his writings about 
religious education are very widely known across the world. Even where they are not known, issues 
of pluralism, tolerance and intolerance, and the like are ones we all have to face. Some of the 
illustrations in Philip Barnes’ article come from the UK scene including his own context of Northern 
Ireland but they surely have their counterparts in many other countries. It is good to have such a 
careful analysis of concepts and arguments to advance discussion of these issues. (Other 
contributions on these matters in articles or letters are welcome!) 
 
Signe Sandsmark brings a Lutheran perspective to bear on discussions of what characterises 
Christian education. A more Reformed (Calvinist?) approach has sometimes tended to dominate 
these discussions in the UK and some other parts of the world so it is good to have what may be for 
many something refreshingly different. The danger is of a knee-jerk reaction on the part of those of 
us to whom it is less familiar. We are planning to have a major article in a future issue in which Ken 
Badley, Signe Sandsmark and others from a range of cultural and theological backgrounds all bring 
their perspectives to bear upon the issue of what characterises Christian education. 
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Philip Barnes says that John Hull irons out life stances in RE. In his article on ‘spiritual 
development’, David Smith suggests that Brian Hill tends to restrict comparison of life stances to RE 
and to reduce their importance in the major part of the curriculum. Brian Hill doesn’t altogether 
agree! David Smith points out the large areas of agreement between them and then suggests, quite 
rightly, that the discussion leaves much for others to ‘judge, … explore and discuss’. Can you resist 
the invitation? We are grateful to David and Brian for being willing to dialogue in this way and look 
forward to others joining in and taking forward the discussion of an issue which is both so topical and 
so important to a Christian perspective on education. 
 
Adrian Brown took time out to write for us during a recent sabbatical term as a Farmington Fellow at 
Oxford. He was taking a break from the classroom to research issues of science, religion and ‘Po 
Mo’. His contribution is a review article on four recent books on ‘Po Mo’, two of them tackling 
educational issues and all four of interest to the Christian in education. So what is ‘Po Mo’? Turn to 
his article and see! (… ‘oh, that Po Mo!’, I hear you say. Well, it is coming to a school near you and 
is probably already there in the attitudes of your mass-media indoctrinated students! So read on!)  
 
From a review article to a large set of book reviews covering issues from naturalistic science through 
religious education, school assemblies and worship, Christianity in Europe, moral education, spiritual 
development (again!) to the possibilities for the whole school curriculum and much else besides. 
Something for everybody, we expect, and a lot for many, we hope.  
 
I hope that the contents of this first issue of JECB (and of each of those to come) will take us forward 
at least a small step in our individual understandings of education and Christian belief. 
 

John Shortt 


