A breath

of fresh air!

Making the case for residential tripsf'

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

Adventure, activity and safety

For many teachers the highlight of a term can be
taking a group away for a residential event. For one
thing, pupils react differently when they are away
from school. Relationships are enhanced, not just
between peers, but between teachers, assistants,
support staff and young people. It can change the
classroom atmosphere on your return.

But sometimes teachers feel as though there are
just too many obstacles to overcome in order to
make it happen. The first hurdle, more often than
not, involves overcoming the deadweight of ‘What
if?” scenarios at the forefront of the modern-day,
litigation-conscious teacher’s mind. What if
something goes wrong? What if a student gets
lost? What if a student is injured or killed? What if
the school is sued? What if I lose my job?

A breath of fresh air!

The UK government is so convinced that the
benefits of such trips outweigh the potential risks,
that the topic even made this year’s election
hustings. Tony Blair and Ruth Kelly promised to
cut the red tape and committed themselves to
presenting a manifesto on outdoor education later
this year.

In an age dominated by paperwork and legislation
there need to be many more voices of support and
encouragement so that teachers feel empowered
and equipped to organise day trips and residential
courses for young people. The good news is that
nowadays there are many organisations that can
fulfil this role; helping teachers ensure that school
trips, adventure weeks and activity holidays still
happen — and happen safely.

Tens of thousands of young people go away on a
residential trip each year, some through school,
some via their church, others combining with
friends to attend one of the many Christian-run
summer holiday programmes. Well over 50,000
young people will have attended a Christian
holiday this summer alone. So, why do so many

Children need to be taught how to
deal with risks in life. We will
encourage learning outside the
classroom and provide protection
for teachers worried about school
trips  CONSERVATIVE MANIFESTO (2005)
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To enhance our children’s understanding of the
environment we will give every school student the

opportunity to experience out-of-classroom learning

in the natural environment (ABOUR MANIFESTO (2005)

parents, children, volunteers and professionals
invest time and money in these events? Simply put
— they change lives.

A different way of living

So, what are the benefits of a residential trip? Well,
here’s my list — written from the perspective of a
parent, a provider and a volunteer helper:

m They take people out of their normal environ-
ment.

B They expose them to new challenges — physi-
cally, socially and spiritually.

m They encourage community — in an age where
individualism is rampant, here is an opportunity
to experience interdependence and together-
ness.

m They develop leadership.

m They will often expose participants to Creation
in a special way.

B Educationally they provide a new ‘classroom
setting’ that can often provide success to those
more used to failing.

B They model a different way of living.

Something strikes me as [ look at this list. It’s the
Jesus model of discipleship. That’s how he trained
his followers and that’s perhaps why Christians
have led the field in residential provision for such a
long time. CCI is now the largest association of

nternational (CCI), an
association of over 250
Christian organisations and
individuals throughout the UK.
He was Holidays Team Leader
for Scripture Union in England
and Wales for |5 years prior
to this. He became a Christian
whilst at university in
Newcastle upon Tyne in the
late 970s.

residential providers in the UK, using the residen-
tial context to gently and sensitively declare
Christian truth as well as fulfilling formal, secular
educational requirements.

School trips made easy

This still leaves residential event organisers with
the logistical challenge of putting together a trip.
Thankfully, these days there are plenty of sources
of help — many of them available online.

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE)

provides an excellent new area on their website
(www.hse.gov.uk/schooltrips) highlighting the
lessons learned from the Glenridding plunge pool
accident. Here, in one place, are the links to the
main documents provided nationally for teachers,
group leaders and educationalists. CCI has a
comprehensive website (www.cci.org.uk) that does
everything from finding you a venue, to providing
resources and advice on taking groups away.

School trips made safe

New organisations have emerged to bring

balance to the rather alarmist NASUWT stance
which discourages its members from organising
such events. The Campaign for Adventure
(www.campaignforadventure.org) aims to educate
the public about the difference between risk aware-
ness and risk aversion. That’s an educational topic
in itself and where better to teach it than ‘in the
field’ in a highly controlled environment such as an
outdoor activity course?

The pendulum had swung wildly to one extreme as
a result of a few very rare high profile cases that
make the media headlines. Now a more reasonable
position is being taken on risk; combining safety
with practicality and rejecting the needless ‘cotton
woolling’ of children. HSE states on its website:
‘We applaud those teachers and helpers who give

We. .. believe that out-of-
classroom learning Is a key
part of a good education,

and will include the quality of
out-of-classroom education in
the criteria on which schools
are inspected

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT MANIFESTO (2005)
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their time and energy to follow good practice and
do the job properly. Long may well-planned educa-
tional visits continue.’

Modern day parables

So how can Christians help in this area? Christian
teachers can support Christian centres and
providers by encouraging their schools to attend
one of the many professional Christian centres that
exist. Christians can revive their churches by
suggesting a weekend away — bringing back
community and strengthening relationships.
Christian educationalists can equip school organ-
isers with access to the simple tools they need to
run a trip — risk assessments, planning schedules,
templates of letters and forms to use with parents
— they are now accessible. Christians can volunteer
to help at a holiday in the year ahead. They may
be surprised when they get more out of it than
they ever put in!

There is always something special about seeing a
child achieve a new skill. Yes, outdoor education is
about helping children to learn to relate better. But
it is about so much more than that. It enables the
hesitant youngster to take a ‘leap of faith’ from a
high wire and make it to the other side safely. It
introduces smiling dinghy sailors to wind and
spray! It allows children to make a new creation
out of craft materials. These are modern day
parables that should humble and inspire us all. Let
us make the most of what outdoor education has
to offer to encourage a new generation of disciples
for Christ.

M |im Hammett

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

Contact details

Christian residential events.
This includes school trips,
Alpha weekends away and
church holidays. CCl runs a
comprehensive website with an
automated venue-finding
service for schools, individuals
and group leaders. For
membership, resources,
support and advice contact:

pdiy CCI

o v wa E gren g

(Cl, 2 Leon House, Queensway,
Bletchley, Bucks, MK2 25§

T: 01908 376603
E: jim@ cci.org.uk
W: www.cci.org.uk

The majonity of schools already
offer a range of outdoor learning
including school trips that enrich
the curriculum, build confidence
and increase skills. However, we
know that some schools and staff
would like re-assurance about
their responsibility for pupil
safety. We want to make sure that
all school staff have the
confidence to continue offering
these experiences and that
everyone involved in a school trip,
including parents, are aware of
their rights and responsibilities.
RUTH KELLY MP, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

EDUCATION (15 FEBRUARY 2005)
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...something Is seriously awry
when teachers feel unable to take
children on school trips, for fear
of being sued

TONY BLAIR, UK PRIME MINISTER (26 MAY 2005)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 72
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




