Curriculum for Excellence is the title of a fundamental rethink of
Scottish schooling which is currently under way and will roll out until
at least 2016. Richard Coton, Head Teacher of Monifieth High School,
Dundee, sees it as the greatest opportunity in 30 years to develop a
system of education in harmony with Christianity.

The story behind the Values of Curriculum for
Excellence, or CfE, is interesting and significant.
Whereas every other part of the architecture

of this vast scheme has been endlessly drafted

and redrafted, the Values arose out of a single
conversation among the original core planning
team. They’d been hard at work for many days and
weeks when someone pointed out that CfE had
not yet been based on a coherent set of values.
More or less immediately, someone else in the
group suggested the four Values on the Mace of the
Scottish Parliament:

® Wisdom

H Justice

m Compassion
m Integrity.

The idea commanded immediate support. There
was no further debate.

A Christian world-view?

An unambiguous statement of moral absolutes,

at the core of Scotland’s radical new approach to
education; in a relativistic culture, how remarkable
is that? And such superb values too — recognisably
biblical. You have to ask ‘Whose hand is behind
that remarkable turn of events?’

OPPORTUNITY

And make no mistake about it, the moral lead
within the new curriculum is a central factor. Do
you remember the Life skills approach to Social
Education in the 1980s? ‘Education must be
morally neutral. We'll help you develop tools for
life, but how you use these skills is entirely up

to you.” Young Adolf could easily have got top
grades: after all, he was extremely skilful! OK, I'm
pushing it, and I'm certainly not saying that the
average conscientious teacher took things so far
along the relativistic road. But the new world of
Curriculum for Excellence is refreshingly different.
In line with an increasingly common international
trend, the new Scottish curriculum is defined in
terms of outcomes, not inputs. This offers greater
flexibility and a more professional role for teachers,
and at the same time provides clearer focus. And
that focus has led teachers to ask a fundamental
question, ‘What is education for?’

The answer in Scotland is given firstly in high-
level terms. We should be helping young people to
develop in four areas described as Capacities:

B Successful learners

m Confident individuals
m Effective contributors
B Responsible citizens.

Note the holistic view of education and the clear
moral lead. You cannot be a successful individual

Curriculum for Excellence is designed to
put Scotland at the forefront of educational
development world-wide
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unless you also learn how to serve others and

play a responsible role in the world around you.
Sitting beneath the four Capacities are very precise
Experiences and Outcomes, arranged in four levels
for ages 3-15, with a senior phase beyond, defined
significantly by external examinations. Curriculum
for Excellence is designed to put Scotland at the
forefront of educational development world-

wide, and is certainly attracting a great deal of
attention internationally. We need to celebrate the
remarkable fact that so much of it is in complete
harmony with Christianity.

Experiencing tomorrow - today

I am really blessed to have been given the
opportunity to lead a school that has so many great
pupils and great staff. As a result, we've embraced
Curriculum for Excellence with immense energy
and commitment. We’ve implemented the Level 3
outcomes, complete with major interdisciplinary
elements, a year ahead of the government’s
timescale, which envisages roll out of Level 3

in secondary, and Levels 1 and 2 in Primary, in
August 2010. Consequently, we’re now almost half-
way through our new S1 course. For us, therefore,
tomorrow has already arrived. While we’ve made
mistakes, and are still on a sharp learning curve, it
does mean that we can share our experiences with
others.

What have we learned? Well, firstly, the bedrock
of Curriculum for Excellence is not the Outcomes.
It’s actually much wider, spreading out to a
radical view of what twenty-first century schools
should be like. You could say that Curriculum

for Excellence is about two things: Doing School
Together and Making Sense of Learning, which
pretty much embraces everything that a modern
school is about. Like many schools, we have been
looking at these areas for several years, so in a
certain sense we’ve actually been doing much of
Curriculum for Excellence for a decade. One thing

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

You could say that Curriculum for Excellence
is about two things: Doing School Together
and Making Sense of Learning

that nearly everyone is agreed about — the title,
Curriculum for Excellence, is deeply misleading.
What we're involved with embraces everything from
management structures and governance to purposes
and pedagogy. Particularly for those outside
Scotland, it may be helpful to analyse what we are
doing in terms of these two organisers. After all, we
are all concerned with learning and community.

In practical terms, Doing School Together

or Community, means giving pupils loads of
responsibility, both in the classroom and in helping
run the school. That, by the way, can be a great
opportunity for Christian pupils to have an influence.
It also means working in partnership with the wider
community — which gives superb opportunities for
local churches and Christian organisations to work
in partnership with the school and serve it. If you
haven’t done so already, send today for a copy of
CARE for Scotland’s DVD ‘Keeping Faith in Schools:
How Churches are Making a Difference’. It really
opens up exciting possibilities, and is just as relevant
outside Scotland.

For our school, Making Sense of Learning includes
a major restructuring of parts of the curriculum
around interdisciplinary projects which we’ve found
our pupils respond to most positively. Real-life
contexts have always been pursued by teachers, but
the new Experiences and Outcomes really point you
in this direction. Have a look at the CARE website
for a series of School Case Studies which give a
whole range of practical ideas. The case studies

are actually linked to the Draft Outcomes, but they
all work just as well with the final Experiences and
Outcomes. They are also equally relevant to other
educational systems. If you look at them now,
there’ll be at least one or two which will save you
work as you develop the curriculum — and will help
you legitimately introduce your faith into a wide
range of contexts, both primary and secondary.
You'll find them at www.care.org.uk. Click on
Parliaments/Assemblies, select Scotland, select
Information and Resources, select School Case
Studies, select Secondary Case Studies.

As [ mentioned at the start, however, the biggest
shift brought about by Curriculum for Excellence

is a broadening of our view of what education is
all about. The emphasis on Health and Wellbeing,
the Four Capacities, the underlying messages about

Continued on page 20



Opportunity Knocks — continued from page 17

how pupils, staff, parents and the wider community something as big as this, it’s probably inevitable
relate to each other — all these lead to a holistic that communication and roll out have not been as
view of education which is much closer to the Bible smooth as we’d have liked.

than Scotland’s, and Britain’s, traditional tendency You may not be able to control the national

picture, but you certainly can be salt and light in
your school. Change is always stressful, and most
countries’ schools are facing major changes to

to over-emphasise the mind. It’s no coincidence
that one of the key hothouses of the Enlightenment
was in Scotland. We may feel comfortable in the
familiar cultural legacy that it has given us, but like

. . respond to what is happening in our societies. So
all heresies, the Enlightenment was always a subtly

. . . . — if there’s more than one Christian staff member
dangerous distortion and over-emphasis of just a

t of God’s truth in the school and you don’t have a regular prayer
part of God’s truth.

meeting, get going right away! If you already
meet and pray, be encouraged: it’s the most
Get pra)'ing! important single thing you can do to support all
your colleagues and your pupils. If there’s only
one of you, get your House Group/Bible Study
Group praying for the school. It really is the most
important thing you can do.

So, are schools finding Curriculum for Excellence
easy to implement? And will life be easier in a
year’s time? To be honest, the answer to both
questions is probably, ‘No’. Curriculum for

Excellence is a fundamental rethinking of what And don't forget to pray for your Head Teacher,
school is all about. The underlying architecture, the too. Why not ask him or her if he/she would like
thinking and the rationale is coherent — don't let the you to pray for particular aspects of your school’s
doubting Thomases tell you differently. But with development? Who knows, your Head Teacher

might be grateful for all the help he/she can get!

You may not be able to control the national picture, "=

If you would like a copy of the Chaplaincy Policy mentioned in this article,

but )’OU Certalnl)’ can be Salt and /Ight In )’0[”' SChOO/ please send me an email. moncotonr @ monifiethhigh.angus.sch.uk

2 ACT NOW — SPRING/SUMMER 2010




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 72
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.38889
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




