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ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

May 2006
Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA

Travelling Secretary, as he speaks at a conference for
Christian teachers in Spain.

Nottingham area ACT Group (known as CUE:
Christians United in Education) meets tonight for a
social activity. Pray that new friendships are established
and support networks strengthened. For more details,
contact Naomi Burton. (T: 0115 9209421
E: robbieandnaomi@ntlworld.com)

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day 
in Brentwood. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) is
holding a prayer meeting in Keswick. Please pray for
Gwyneth Jones (formerly of Jakarta Theological
College, Indonesia) who will be attending.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day in
Havering. Pray for those attending the event and for
Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

Scripture Union is running an ‘Advanced
School for Schools Workers’ at Morley Retreat House.
Please pray for the leaders as they help Christians who
have been working in schools for a couple of years to
brush up on their skills. For more information, contact
Ruth Thomas. (T: 01908 856168 E: RuthT@scripture-
union.org.uk)

The ACT Scotland Committee meets in
Edinburgh. Pray for wisdom and clarity of thought.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day in
Tyne & Wear. Pray for those attending the event and for
Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.
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EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Board Meeting in Graz, Austria.

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) working conference in Graz, Austria.

Ann Lipson, of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, Kenya, says: ‘Pray for Rosemary and
Sarah from Danetree Junior School in Epsom, Surrey,
who will be visiting Dreamland.’

June 2006
Rupert Kaye will be representing ACT on the

Education Sunday Steering Group of the CJEPC
(Churches Joint Education Policy Committee) today.
(www.education-sunday.org)

Rupert Kaye and Geoff Lawson meet in
Chester to discuss plans for holding more Faith in Work
careers conferences for Christian sixth formers and
undergraduates in 2006 and 2007. Ask that they will be
inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit. Ask also that
necessary finances will be forthcoming.

Bath area ACT Group is holding a ‘Pray for
Schools’ evening at Oldfield Park Baptist Church at
7.45pm. Pray for all those attending. For more details,
contact Chris Hammersley. (T: 0115 9209421 
E: twobytwo@hotmail.co.uk)

OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) is
holding a prayer meeting in Lancaster today. Please
pray for Gwyneth Jones (formerly of Jakarta
Theological College, Indonesia) who will be attending.

Deadline for articles and prayer requests for
the Autumn (September) 2006 edition of ACT Now.
Pray for Rupert as he edits magazine items.

Ruth Thomas of Scripture Union asks us to
pray for the summer! Each year around 50,000 children
and young people attend Christian holidays around the
UK, and this weekend is a special focus of prayer for
those preparing to run these events. For more informa-
tion, contact Christian Camping International.
(T: 01908 641641 E: office@cci.org.uk 
W: www.prayforthesummer.co.uk)
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NIACT (Northern Ireland ACT) will be 
hosting the biennial seminar for representatives of the
four ACTs in the UK this weekend. The theme will be
Promoting absolutes in a relativistic age. Please pray for 
all attending this event. Ask that this time of sharing
and fellowship will strengthen bonds of friendship and
trust between ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT-BRF ‘Quiet Day’ for Christian teachers
and school support staff in Rochester. Pray for those
attending the event and for Martyn Payne (part of
BRF’s Barnabas schools ministry team) who is leading
the day at Hartlip Methodist Church, Hartlip, Kent.
For more details, contact Helen Dickinson.
(T: 01634 722487 E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk) 

July 2006
Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,

Ooty, India, says: ‘Please pray for my wife and I as we
take a six month sabbatical from Hebron School from
1 July onwards. Please continue to pray for the school
in our absence.’

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
Birmingham. Pray for guidance, encouragement and
inspiration.

Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA
Travelling Secretary, as he teaches at a summer school
in Ukraine for Christian teachers from Ukraine, Russia
and other countries in Eastern Europe.

Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact for
Bath, says: ‘Please pray for the 2by2 Summer Work-
shops: It’s Your Move for Year 6 children from five
schools in Bath. Pray for the young people as they
explore what God has to say to them as they move 
on to secondary school.’

NIACT (Northern Ireland ACT) will be hosting
a seminar during the New Horizon week in Coleraine.
The topic will deal with the many changes coming to
education in Northern Ireland.
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Prayer requests News about answered prayer is always welcome,
as are prayer requests concerning educational themes from Christians
working in schools and colleges in the UK or overseas.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 September 2006 to 
31 January 2007 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section of the ACT
website to the ACT Office by 15 June 2006. Prayers for 1 January to 
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31 May 2007 by 15 October 2006. Prayers for 
1 May to 30 September 2007 by 15 February 2007.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee that every
prayer received by ACT will be included in this Prayer Diary or
posted on the ACT website (www.christian-teachers.org.uk), we do
promise that every prayer request will be prayed for.

Gwyneth Jones will be staffing the
main OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) exhibition
stand at The Keswick Convention. Please pray that God
will draw people to the OMF stand and will use it to
bless, challenge and call people to His service.

August 2006
Richard Feather says: ‘Haven of Peace

Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, is establishing Sixth
Form (Grade 11) classes in August 2006. Please pray
that teachers will be ready to teach the courses and
that students will be keen to learn.’ (www.hopac.net)

Richard Feather says: ‘This week teachers will
be reassembling to start the new school year at Haven
of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray that
those arriving for the first time will quickly feel part of
the team and will soon acclimatise to life in Tanzania.’
(www.hopac.net)

September 2006
Watford Teachers’ Fellowship will be holding

their termly Communion Service this evening at
St Luke’s Church, Langley Way, Watford. The speaker
will be Gemma Gosling from Soul Survivor. For more
details, contact Mary Bowen. (T: 01923 232517
E: mary@bowens.net) 

The ACT Scotland Committee meets in
Edinburgh. Pray for wisdom and clarity of thought.

National Christian Teachers’ Conference in
Wigan. The conference focus will be on the application
of Christian beliefs and values in a professional world
where a secular approach is wrongly perceived as being
neutral. Please pray for the speakers: Professor Bart
McGettrick, Yvonne Richmond and Emlyn Williams.
Pray also for the delegates.

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
London. Pray for guidance, encouragement and 
inspiration.
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer prayers
and meditations which can be used as they are
or adapted to suit a prayer meeting or an act 
of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy this meditation.

A loving teacher does not boast if she happens to

have an entire class of perfectly-behaved, straight-A

students, nor does she try to take all the credit for

their achievements! 

A loving teacher is always humble and polite. She 

is never proud or rude; she is never dismissive or

condescending; and she never gossips, swears or

blasphemes.

A loving teacher does not advance her own career at

the expense of her students or her colleagues. Instead,

she strives to protect her students by putting their

needs first. She is confident and assertive, rather than

selfish or pushy. At all times, she is considerate of the

thoughts and feelings of others.

A loving teacher does not lose her temper every five

minutes. She recognises those situations when she

needs to stop and count to ten in her head before

saying anything she might later regret. She knows that,

when provoked, she should remain calm and in

control.

Although a loving teacher may have to keep a record

of student misconduct in accordance with her school’s

behaviour policy, she steadfastly refuses to give up on

those students who break the rules. She is always fair

and never holds a grudge. She remembers that every

student is made in the image of God; and she reminds

her class that every lesson offers a new beginning.

She celebrates good behaviour and academic progress

instead of getting hung up about a few minor misde-

meanours or a handful of disappointing pieces of

work. She praises honesty in others and is honest

herself; she trusts, and is trusted by, those around her;

she is the embodiment of hope and perseverance.

A great teacher radiates PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE

and, most important of all, LOVE.

Is it any wonder then that the greatest teacher is

Jesus?

I may be fluent in all 94 languages spoken by the

families of students at my school, but if I am not

courteous and respectful, parents will say I am

unapproachable; pupils will say I never listen; other

members of staff will say I am arrogant. A voice void

of compassion is about as welcome as the sound of a

dentist’s drill… or fingernails being slowly scraped

down a chalkboard! 

I may know how to assess, plan and teach the perfect

lesson; I may have a higher degree in curriculum

development or child psychology; I may even have

faith in my ability to conquer the marking mountain

that covers my desk; but if I do not love the students 

I teach I need to consider whether I’m in the right

profession after all.

I may buy expensive things for the classroom with 

my own money; I may do countless hours of unpaid

schoolwork every weekday evening and most term-

time weekends; but if I do not love the students I

teach then all I stand to gain by my heroic acts of

self-sacrifice is a large dose of burn-out, breakdown

and bankruptcy.

Communication skills, subject knowledge, experience,

qualifications, hard work and personal generosity –

though important – are not enough. If a teacher does

not LOVE her students her efforts are in vain.

A loving teacher is patient and kind. She builds confi-

dence and self-esteem; she is sensitive to the fact that

no two students… or parents… or colleagues are ever

the same. She gives words of encouragement and

reassurance to every student; and she is prepared to

explain a concept again… and again… and again until

it sinks in. She makes positive eye contact and smiles

a lot.

A loving teacher does not envy the fact that another

teacher appears to have an entire class of perfectly-

behaved, straight-A students. Instead, she celebrates

their success.

This meditation by Rupert Kaye, Chief Executive of ACT, was first published on the ACT website (www.christian-teachers.org.uk) in March 2006.

A meditation for teachers based on 1 Corinthians 13
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