












Indoctrination,
Education and God – 
The Struggle for the Mind
Terence Copley, 2005
SPCK 
paperback, 173pp, £14.99
illustrations: none
ISBN 0-281-05682-X
use: to stimulate debate about the purpose of education
and secular indoctrination

It is very rare to come across a book which you think
every teacher, every politician and every parent should
read, even when you know they won't. This is one such
book! 

Copley discusses big questions conspicuously missing
from public talk about education. The continuous
changes to the system since 1988 have been carried
through without anyone asking what the whole system
is for. There has been no serious discussion of the
purpose of education since 1943. The result is a huge
dysfunctional machine, constantly tinkered with, but to
no satisfactory conclusion.

Another concern is indoctrination, not religious but
secular indoctrination. The two chief promoters of this
are the media and education, including RE. The author
gives examples of the stories of Joseph and David told
in primary schools without reference to God. This is
indoctrination by omission. He discusses this against
the background of secularisation. His writing is trans-
parently clear, but not at all simplistic. Copley writes
well because he has an historical perspective through
which to evaluate current reforms and attitudes.

He points out the ambiguity of the vociferous demands
of a small number of secularists and the widespread
identification with religion and popular spirituality. The
2001 census showed that 71.6% of the population chose
to identify themselves with Christianity, and Religious
Studies continues to be a popular and well-supported
examination subject.

Not all will agree with his positive recommendations –
for world religions, spiritualities and atheism – where’s
the curriculum time coming from? This is a powerful
analysis of contemporary society and education and
deserves to be widely discussed.

REVIEWER Arthur Rowe, Tutor in New Testament and World Religions,
Spurgeon’s College, London.
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Assessed RE
Pamela Draycott, 2006
RE Today Services 
paperback, 32pp, £8.99
illustrations: black and white illustrations
/colour on pages
ISBN 1-904024-87-4
use: RE Departments reviewing 
policies and procedures, KS3 lessons

The practicalities of effectively assessing vast
numbers of students in secondary RE has always
been a difficult and sometimes controversial issue.
This resource claims to make a helpful contribution
and it succeeds. It provides useful strategies, activ-
ities and examples of assessment practice within RE,
many of which have been trialled in schools before
publication.

The resource takes into account recent thinking on
assessment for learning and seeks to make assess-
ment manageable for teachers. It gives an effective
shortcut using a comment decoder, which is also
downloadable from the RE Today website for
subscribers. This provides targets and suggestions 
to pupils using a code system to make marking both
easier for teachers and more meaningful for pupils.
The examples of assessment activities use common
curriculum themes such as judgement and beliefs
about God which are easily adapted into different
schemes of work. A flexible and self-differentiating
tool – the Question Bank – is used to develop assess-
ment procedures for learning from religion.

Although peer and self-assessment are touched on,
there is little new material and the self-assessment
section relies too heavily on a worksheet approach.
However, elsewhere in the book, ‘I Can’ statements
are used to enable pupils to take responsibility for
their learning.

Overall this is a valuable and interesting resource.
Teachers will be inspired to develop their own
methods of assessment based on the suggestions
here, and pupils will be engaged in worthwhile tasks.
Once again RE Today Services have created a
resource which every RE teacher should have to
hand.

REVIEWER Kathryn Wright, RE Adviser, Newham LEA.
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ACT Day 2006

Sixty-three delegates attended ACT’s
annual day-conference in London on 
18 November 2006.

The day began with a word of welcome
from Rupert Kaye (ACT Chief Executive)
and greetings from two overseas visitors:
Kornelia Taneva (National Co-ordinator,
Bulgarian Christian Teachers’ Association)
and Revd Isaac Wheigar (Chief Executive,
Association of Christian Schools of Liberia).
This was followed by a time of worship
which included a message preached by
Kirsti Paterson (past Chair, ACT Scotland).

Signe Sandsmark (Secretary and former
Chair of the European Educators’ Christian
Association) and Richard Wilkins (past
General Secretary of the Association of
Christian Teachers) were the two keynote
speakers. Signe spoke about the challenges
faced by Christian teachers in Norway
today. Richard reflected on the threats and
opportunities faced by Christians in educa-
tion and, particularly, ACT members over
the years.

As several delegates remarked, the confer-
ence was notable for its rich international
flavour and for its worshipful character.
During the two twenty-minute ‘Pray for the
Nations’ sessions – one before and one after
lunch – delegates joined one of five prayer
groups, one each for Bulgaria, England,
Liberia, Norway and Scotland.

During the 2006 AGM, thanks were given
for the work of five ACT Directors stepping
down since the 2005 AGM: Priscilla
Azubuine, Phil Mellen, Anne Roche, Penny
Thompson and Patricia Watson. Five new
Board Members were elected: Dalwyn
Attwell, Geoff Coggins, Tim Irwin, Gbenga
Olajugbagbe and Andrew Palfreyman.

The day also included lively contributions
from Richard Armiger (EXODUS 20 and
Active Media Publishing), Sue Heywood
(BRF/Barnabas bookstall), Richard Smart
(The Nativity Story and Premier Radio) and
Scott Fellows who read two excerpts from
his book: God’s great Mystery Trip: from
Atheist to Chaplain in Fourteen Days.

ACT news and reports
Stuck in neutral?

The aim of the weekend was to explore
if, as Christian teachers, we are in
danger of losing our sense of identity
as Christian professionals and of
becoming stuck in a neutral position.

On the one hand, this could mean
unquestioningly accepting the secular
argument that if education is free of
overt religious or spiritual input it is
‘neutral’. On the other, it could mean
accepting the prevailing view of educa-
tion in its narrow sense as a means of
training young people for examination
success which can be quantified,
instead of seeking to foster those
aspects of a child’s education which
cannot be measured in terms of grades
and percentages.

The main speakers were:

■ Bart McGettrick (Emiritus Professor
of Education at the University of
Glasgow)

■ Yvonne Richmond (Chaplain for
Evangelism at Coventry Cathedral)

■ Emlyn Williams (Head of Schools
Ministry for Scripture Union in
England and Wales).

Around fifty delegates attended the National
Christian Teachers’ Conference in Wigan over
the weekend of 15–17 September 2006. The
event – organised by the Association of Christian
Teachers, Scripture Union, The Independent
Schools Christian Alliance and The Stapleford
Centre – was entitled Stuck in Neutral?
Most of the delegates were teachers
or headteachers working in
non-denominational
schools, or schools with
a Christian ethos.

In the workshops we were invited to
consider what we mean by spirituality
and which values – such as honesty,
compassion, respect for self and others
– are important when seeking to
respond to the needs of the ‘whole’
child rather than focussing exclusively
on developing intellectual achievement.

This was the second time I had
attended this annual gathering. Again I
found that everyone was very sociable
and the worship time was very simple
and moving. I particularly appreciated
the discussions I had over the weekend
with other Christians who are equally
passionate about their role in school.
As I have taught French and Spanish at
primary level and ESOL and French to
adults, I was also able to bring my own
experience and ideas to the debate, as
well as my current role as a Teaching
Assistant responsible for English as an
Additional Language. It meant a great
deal to me that my ideas and opinions
were received as being as valid as those
expressed by teachers and headteachers
in the group, since this is not always the
case for Teaching Assistants within the
hierarchical structure of a school. The
weekend was a memorable experience.

■ Alaine Sheppard

Yvonne Richmond

Alison Farnell and Bart McGettrick
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Please complete in full and return this booking form to ACT, 94a London
Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 1NX no later than ten days prior to the date of
the event.

Please note: we need to know by this date in order to confirm the catering
arrangements. Bookings cancelled seven days or less prior to the event
will not be refunded.

I wish to book a place on the following Saturday event:

Date of event: ___________________________________________________

Hosting ACT Group: ______________________________________________

I am a member of:

ACT ACT Scotland ACTW NIACT TISCA

I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ACT’) for:

£10 £15

Please tick as appropriate 

Name: __________________________________________________________
Please print

Address: ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Postcode: _________________ Tel: _________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

I work at: _______________________________________________________
School / College name

My dietary (or other) requirements:

vegetarian vegan gluten free

other:___________________________________________________________
Please specify

BOOKING FORM

Saturday 13 January 2007

Hosted by Bath ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: St Bartholomew’s Church Centre,
King Edward Road, Oldfield Park, Bath 
BA2 3PB

Closing date for bookings: 3 January 2007

Saturday 20 January 2007

Hosted by Merseyside ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Bridge Chapel Centre, Heath Road,
Liverpool L19 4XR

Closing date for bookings: 10 January 2007

ACT Saturday events
Cost: £10 for all members of ACT, ACT Scotland,
ACTW, NIACT or TISCA. £15 for everyone else.
The course fee includes lunch, afternoon tea, other
refreshments and all course materials.

Booking: Please photocopy and complete the
booking form at the bottom of this page and post it
to the ACT office, attaching a cheque payable to ‘ACT’,
by the closing date indicated. Please use a separate
form for each event you wish to book a place on.

Time: All of the Saturday events listed here start at
10.30am and finish at 3.30pm.

Saturday 3 March

Hosted by Dunstable ACT Group

Take a break: a quiet day for 

Christians working in education 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: All Saints’ Church, Main Road South,

Dagnall, Nr Dunstable HP4 1QX

Closing date for bookings: 21 February 2007

Saturday 17 March 2007

Hosted by Nottingham ACT Group

Called to Teach: 1st National 

Conference for Christian 

NQTs and Student Teachers 

Led by: Trevor Cooling 

(Transforming Lives)

At: Trent Vineyard, Easter Park,

Lenton Lane, Nottingham NG7 2PX

Closing date for bookings: 7 March 2007

Saturday 24 March 2007

Hosted by Plymouth ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom

management and challenging 

behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Hope Baptist Church, Peverell Corner,

Peverell Park Road, Plymouth PL3 4QG

Closing date for bookings: 14 March 2007

Saturday 5 May 2007

Hosted by Bath ACT Group

The Christian teacher: making 
a difference (being a Christian
witness in school/college)

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: St Bartholomew’s Church Centre,
King Edward Road, Oldfield Park, Bath 
BA2 3PB

Closing date for bookings: 25 April 2007

Saturday 26 May 2007

Hosted by ACT Scotland

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: The Eric Liddell Centre,
15 Morningside Road, Edinburgh 
EH10 4DP

Closing date for bookings: 16 May 2007

Saturday 30 June 2007

Hosted by Nottingham ACT Group

The Christian teacher: making 
a difference (being a Christian
witness in school/college)

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Trent Vineyard, Easter Park,
Lenton Lane, Nottingham NG7 2PX

Closing date for bookings: 20 June 2007
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handed to him, saying that explosives in the
possession of a suffragette like Ms Oakenstaff
breached the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Ms
Oakenstaff indignantly denounced this slur on the
Sisterhood, but said she would hand over the
cartridges to anyone except Mr Peel who, she said,
would use them for out-of-season field sports. They
are now on my desk, for me to return to Mr
Ditchcrawler. That should be worth a pheasant.

Thursday 8
Who would have believed, after her strong profes-
sionalism yesterday, that Ms Oakenstaff would
today overstep the mark by teaching a music class
The March of the Women by Dr Ethel Smyth? And
as though to embed the suffragette battle hymn in
the children’s memories, she emulated Dr Smyth’s
recent performance in Holloway Prison by
conducting the children’s singing with a tooth-
brush. The Chair of Governors and I have been
deluged with complaints all evening.

Friday 9
Talk about people letting their private convictions
obstruct their teaching! With Ms Oakenstaff ’s
indiscretion still reverberating through the village,
our curate Mr Smoothman’s leading of collective
worship this morning excited astonishment.
Children complained that they couldn’t understand
what he was saying because of a wooden cross
tied round his head and hanging in front of his
face. Afterwards, when I asked him to explain
himself, he said that last Saturday he’d been to a
conference at which participants were introduced
to a pattern of daily devotions based on acting out
the hymn Abide with me. Today’s verse begins
‘Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes.’ He
then told me that at the conference he had met a
teacher from this school; none other than Mr
Starhawk. Starhawk shared with him that during
personal counselling that day he had been healed
of his fear of dying by meditating on Hebrews
2:14-15. This had changed his life. Next day,
Sunday, he would return to his former church,
Slimepond Christian Centre. I thought hard after
Smoothman left. Starhawk hasn’t returned to
school this week. Could it be, I mused, that his
renunciation of paganism had disqualified him as
an Adviser in Spiritual Development? Surely this
couldn’t be true – not in England. Could it?

■ Leonard Bookman

February 1912

Monday 5
Mr Starhawk, our Advisory Teacher for Spiritual
Development, has not lasted long. He was meant
to be with us for a month, beginning last week. He
was not at school on Friday, and today I had a
medical certificate giving as reason for absence the
strange malady of ‘foreboding’. There was a note
explaining that on Thursday he had seen two
crows on the school lawn.

Tuesday 6
Starhawk was, of course, an additional teacher
here, anticipating staff absences in February due to
usual winter illnesses. Ms Cartwright has disap-
pointingly chosen this week to meet her stated
INSET need, with a course at the clinic of
Extroverts Anonymous. I hope she will be cleared
to teach next half-term, because I have nominated
her for the post of ZQD Co-ordinator. I don’t for
the life of me know what ZQD is, but appointing a
co-ordinator will go a long way towards fulfilling
our responsibilities.

Wednesday 7
Ms Oakenstaff confiscated a box of twenty-four
12-bore shotgun cartridges at lunchtime today.
They were in the possession of Silas Ditchcrawler
in Y5, whose family live most of the year on stolen
game. Ms Oakenstaff saw the box sticking out of
Silas’ satchel, and she initially confiscated it
because she read on it a warning that traces of nut

might have been present during manufacture.
When she carried the box into the staffroom,

Mr Peel demanded that the cartridges be
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the Church Times is the best-selling independent
Christian newspaper in the UK

www.churchtimes.co.uk

because Christianity isn’t 
black and white

Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times

Name..................................................................................................................

Address ..............................................................................................................
.................................................................................Postcode ...........................

Email ....................................................................................................... B6ACT4

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N1 0BR

… the Journal of

Education and Christian

Belief (JECB) is a high-

quality international

peer-reviewed

academic journal.

To subscribe, contact: 
The Stapleford Centre, The Old Lace Mill, 
Frederick Road, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8FN

Tel: 0115 9396270 Email: subs@jecb.org Website: www.jecb.org

Published biannually by
the Association of
Christian Teachers,
Kuyers Institute for
Christian Teaching and
Learning, and The
Stapleford Centre, JECB
is concerned with current
educational thinking from
a Christian perspective.

Written by and for
Christians in 
education
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Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

January 2007
Pray for the new General Secretary of The

Independent Schools Christian Alliance, Hugh Bradby,
and his wife Ruth, for their office in Leamington Spa
and their planning for the New Year.

Stapleford Centre Annual Education
Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre. The
conference theme is Christian Teachers in a Post-
Modern Culture. Pray for the speakers: Trevor Cooling
(Director, Transforming Lives Project), Brian Draper
(Lecturer in Contemporary Culture, London Institute
for Contemporary Christianity) and Claire Watkins
(Vice Principal, Margaret Beaufort Institute of
Theology, Cambridge).

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training 
day in Bath. Pray for those attending the event at 
St Bartholomew’s Church Centre and for Rupert 
Kaye who is speaking about Christian approaches 
to classroom management and challenging behaviour.
For more details, contact Chris Hammersley 
(T: 01225 335531 E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Merseyside. Pray for those attending the event at
Bridge Chapel Centre and for Rupert Kaye who is
speaking about Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging behaviour. For more
details, contact Andy Langton (T: 0151 2810752
E: andylangton@onetel.com) or Tim Irwin 
(T: 01744  27962 E: tirwin@toucansurf.com)

Pray for Rupert Kaye as he represents ACT
at the Evangelical Alliance Forum for Change seminar
in London.

ACT Board residential weekend in London.
ACT’s Directors meet for a time of training and team-
building. Pray that God will be in their midst.

26–28

23

20

13

5–7

1

TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian
Alliance) is holding a Regional Meeting at Radley
College, Abingdon, from 6–9pm. Please pray for the
Chaplain, Tim Mullins, and the staff as they host
teachers from other schools.

February 2007
St Andrew’s School in Asunción, Paraguay,

is facing a teacher shortage. Pray that new English-
speaking staff will be found for the new academic
year commencing in mid-February.

National Christian Headteachers’ Con-
ference at Coton House (near Rugby, Warwickshire).
The conference theme is Reservoirs of hope: the signifi-
cance of spiritual and moral leadership in schools. Pray
for the speakers: Adrian Plass (writer and speaker),
James Jones (Bishop of Liverpool) and Alan Flintham
(Consultant Headteacher, Research Associate and
Leading Practice Seminar Leader at the National
College for School Leadership). Pray for Christian
school and college leaders as they attend this event.

Education Sunday 2007. Pray that God will
bless special services in churches across England and
Wales today. For free Education Sunday resources
please visit: www.educationsunday.org

Education Sunday Steering Group meets
today in London to plan for Education Sunday 2008.
Pray for Rupert Kaye as he represents ACT.

Rupert Kaye meets with the leaders of the
newly formed national Austrian Association of
Christian Teachers in Graz this evening.

There is an important meeting of the
Trustees of TISCA today. Please pray for new officers
as they plan for the future.

Youth Fellowship Camp for students in
Standard 9 and 10 at Hebron School, India. Pray that
this will be a significant time in the spiritual lives of
the young people who attend.

TISCA welcomes Baroness Caroline Cox,
speaking at Luckley-Oakfield Girls’ School,

27

23–25

21

9

6

4

1–3

1

31

Wokingham (6–9pm). Please pray for an inspirational
time for all.

March 2007
Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT quiet day 

in Dunstable. Pray for those attending the event,
entitled Take a break: a quiet day for Christians working
in education, at All Saints’ Church, Dagnall. For more
details, contact Rupert Kaye (T: 01582  673228
E: rupertkaye@aol.com)

Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact 
for Bath, says: ‘A Pray for Schools evening is taking
place on 5 March at 7.45pm. Please pray for a good
turn out.’ (Contact Chris Hammersley for details.
T: 01225 335531 E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

Paul Bate, ACT Local Contact for Yeovil,
says: ‘Please pray for the Governors, staff and pupils
of The Park School in Yeovil, Somerset, as they
undergo an inspection.’

Ann Christian of CCA (Carachipampa Christ-
ian School) in Cochabamba, Bolivia, says: ‘CCA has its
ACSI (Association of Christian Schools International)
accreditation visit (like an Ofsted inspection). Please
pray for staff and students at this time.’

TISCA is holding a Regional Meeting at
Canford School, Wimborne (6–9pm). Please pray for
the Chaplain, Chris Jervis, and the staff as they host
teachers from other schools.

National Conference for Christian Student
Teachers and NQTs. Pray for everyone attending this
event at Trent Vineyard Church, Nottingham. Pray for
the keynote speaker: Trevor Cooling (Director, Trans-
forming Lives Project) and for seminar leaders: Geoff
Brown (Scripture Union), Scott Fellows (FE College
Chaplain) and Rupert Kaye (ACT Chief Executive). For
more details, contact Rupert Kaye (T: 01582 673228
E: rupertkaye@aol.com)

17

15

12–16

12–15

5

3

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 May to
30 September 2007 ACT Now Prayer Diary and/or Prayer Diary
section of the ACT website to the ACT Office by 15 February 2007.

Prayers for 1 September 2007 to 31 January 2008 by 15 June
2007. Prayers for 1 January to 31 May 2008 by 15 October 2007.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee 
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this 
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request 
will be prayed for.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Plymouth. Pray for those attending the event at
Hope Baptist Church and for Rupert Kaye who is
speaking about Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging behaviour. For more
details, contact Richard Simpson (T: 01752 780214 
E: richsimpson@blueyonder.co.uk) 

April 2007
Hebron School, India, holds an ‘Easter

Pageant’ today. Pray this will be a time of challenge
and that the truth of the cross will be clearly portrayed.

TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian
Alliance) is holding a Regional Meeting at Durham
High School for Girls (6–9pm). Please pray for the
Headmistress, Ann Templeman, and her staff as they
host teachers from other schools.

May 2007
Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training 

day in Bath. Pray for those attending the event at 
St Bartholomew’s Church Centre and for Rupert Kaye
who is speaking about The Christian teacher: making 
a difference (being a Christian witness in school/
college). For more details, contact Chris Hammersley
(T: 01225 335531 E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) annual conference in Prague. Pray for
everyone attending this event to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of EurECA’s Prague Declaration.

ACT Scotland training day in Edinburgh.
Pray for those attending the event at The Eric Liddell
Centre and for Rupert Kaye who is speaking about 
The Christian teacher: making a difference (being a
Christian witness in school/college). For more details,
contact the ACT Scotland office (T: 0131 333 4077 
E: actscotland@btinternet.com)

26

17–20

5

26

3
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prayers for places
A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7  –  3 1  M A Y  2 0 0 7 Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers

which focus on educational concerns in a specific region
of the world. Because these prayers are not date-specific
you are free to pray as you feel led – perhaps focusing on
a single region or even a single prayer request for a
whole week at a time.

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones says: ‘Praise God for a first
instalment of theological lecturers in reply to recent
prayers. Pray for Alice in her first year of lecturing at
Servant of the Word Theological College, for grace and
patience on both sides.’

India Praise God that Alastair Reid (Principal at
Hebron School, Ooty) and his wife Ros, were able to
have a wonderful sabbatical in the UK in 2006, and that
things went smoothly at school with Thomas George as
Acting Principal. Pray for pupils and teachers as they
prepare for the start of Term 2 on 1 February 2007.

Pakistan Karen Hicks says: ‘We praise God for the
opportunity to teach English as a Foreign Language to
Afghans and Iranians in Pakistan. Please pray for a
mature married couple and male teachers to join our
volunteer team.’

India Eappen John, General Secretary of the Evan-
gelical Teachers’ Fellowship says: ‘Please pray that
Chalk and Chai, ETF’s quarterly magazine, will meet
the felt needs of all ETF members. Pray also that more
staff partners will join ETF so that its ministry among
teachers will grow into all the states of India with
strong local units.’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia (TCFM) says: ‘Pray for God’s
wisdom and insight to be given to all practising
Christian heads/principals so that His transformational
leadership style is evident to all and mission schools
will continue to flourish in a predominantly Islamic
country.’

India Each Sunday evening at Hebron School students
are involved in voluntary Christian activities. Pray that
these will be great times of fellowship and learning.

Nepal Pray for the Christian Teachers’ Fellowship of
Nepal as it continues to provide fellowship and Bible
study for Christian teachers, and seeks to encourage its
members to share their faith with non-Christian
teachers.

Asia, Australasia & Oceania
Bulgaria Kornelia Taneva, National
Co-ordinator of the Bulgaria
Association of Christian Teachers,
says: ‘Please commit to the Lord
plans to organise more conferences
and seminars for Christian teachers.
Pray that God will lead the way and
that finances will be forthcoming.’

Slovakia Chris Elston asks prayer
for the spiritual growth of a girl
converted at the English Conversation
Camp last summer and that she will
be able to keep up with the English
class she has joined as a result!

Lebanon Give thanks that the
children, staff and property at Dar el
Awlad School in Beirut were unharm-
ed during last summer’s violence and

that opportunities were taken to share
food, clothing, and Gospel literature,
with many refugees. Pray that the
links established through relief work
will be maintained as staff and senior
students visit villages in South
Lebanon.

Bulgaria Kornelia Taneva, National
Co-ordinator of the Bulgaria Associa-
tion of Christian Teachers, says: ‘Pray
that the Bulgarian Government will
give more freedom to evangelical
Christians working in education. Pray
that the Government will allow
evangelical Christians to establish
new kindergartens and schools.’

France Daniel Neuhaus says: ‘Please
pray for people of vision to start a

Christian Teachers’ Association in
France for teachers working in state
and independent schools.’

Slovakia Chris Elston asks us to
pray that people will make a commit-
ment to regularly attend his Monday
Bible Studies class. Pray also that God
will help Chris cope with the wide
range of ability both in English and
Christian understanding.

Bulgaria Kornelia Taneva, National
Co-ordinator of the Bulgaria
Association of Christian Teachers,
says: ‘Pray that the Bulgarian Govern-
ment will give financial support to
new Christian kindergartens and
schools.’

Europe & the Near East

Kenya Edith Currie, AIC (Africa Inland
Mission) College says: ‘Continue to pray for
the outreach programme on Wednesday
afternoons. Groups of students and staff go
out to needy areas in local communities to
minister to men, women and children.’

Uganda Charles Kamwesigye, National 
Co-ordinator of UCTA (Uganda Christian
Teachers Association) says: ‘Pray for UCTA’s
new Executive Committee, especially for the
Chair, Dr Dan Kyanda. Ask for good health
and visionary leadership.’

Kenya Ann Lipson of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘Dreamland aims to
provide a good Christian all-round education
to gifted and talented children from very poor
homes in Western Kenya. We thank God that
we can offer 30 scholarships, but ask that
more sponsors will come forward so more
scholarships can be offered in the future.’

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Please pray
for candidates starting their IGCSE exams at
Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam,
and many other schools around the world.
Pray too for those administrating the exams
that their work would serve the students’
needs effectively and unobtrusively.’

Kenya Edith Currie, AIC (Africa Inland
Mission) College says: ‘Continue to pray for
new staff to join the college, which also
desperately needs a new Principal. The
Principal is currently on leave, having
recently been diagnosed with diabetes.’

Uganda Charles Kamwesigye, National 
Co-ordinator of UCTA (Uganda Christian
Teachers Association) says: ‘Commit to the
Lord plans to develop a Christian teachers’
resource centre. Pray for equipment and staff
so that this ministry will have a profound
impact on the teachers and students.’

Kenya Ann Lipson of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘Thank God for the
school chaplain, Pamela Barasa. Pray for her
as she leads students deeper into the ways of
God.’

Africa

Paraguay Niven and Lucy Bull are
new SAMS (South American
Missionary Society) volunteer youth
workers and teachers at St Andrew’s
School in Asunción. Pray that they
settle in quickly and their gifts will
enhance the work of the school.

Ecuador The five children in the
class for disabled children in Santo
Domingo have their own individual
learning programme. This approach,
introduced by Jill Ball, is new to
Ecuador. Pray for the children, the
programmes and their influence.
Please pray for Jill as well.

Peru After long delays, San Lucas
School in Arequipa is keen to expand

the number of classrooms and
enhance its standing in the commu-
nity by particularly stressing its
Christian ethos. Pray for the
Headteacher, Grimaldina Catacora,
and her staff.

Paraguay St Andrew’s School in
Asunción has suffered much illness
among its staff in 2006 and passed
through difficult periods for other
reasons. Pray that God will steady the
ship in 2007 and re-create a healthy,
progressive institution.

Bolivia Ann Christian of CCA
(Carachipampa Christian School) in
Cochabamba says: ‘Please pray for
the 12 teachers we require for the

2007-2008 school year. God knows
where they are and we ask Him to
bring them to CCA.’

Peru Mavis Crispin introduced many
educational innovations during her
time at San Mateo School. Pray that
the people she trained will continue
these to the benefit of the children.

Paraguay According to the Ministry
of Education, FEISA (the Early Years
Teacher Training Faculty in Asunción)
is ‘the best Early Years Teacher
Training College in Paraguay.’ Praise
God for this, and pray for its piloting
of a national teacher training
programme, necessitating a rewriting
of its curriculum.

North, Central & South America

A
C
T
 
N
o
w
 
S
p
r
i
n
g
 
0
7
 
 
5
/
1
/
0
7
 
 
1
:
4
4
 
p
m
 
 
P
a
g
e
 
P
2



The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries of
ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT's network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up more Local
Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His work.

ACT Saturday training events and Quiet Days
Pray that God will use these days to encourage,
refresh, and equip Christians working in schools.

ACT website Thank God for ACT’s newly expanded
website. Pray that many more Christians working in
education, especially student teachers and NQTs, will
join ACT via the website.

Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact for Bath,
says: ‘Through next term the Bath SACRE (Standing
Advisory Council for Religious Education) will be
reviewing and adapting the county RE agreed syllabus.
As this is a compulsory document for county schools 
it has such a huge influence on the way RE is taught 
in Bath and North East Somerset. Pray especially for
Christians involved in the review process. Wisdom 
and sensitivity are required.’

Jo Fitzsimmons, Frontier Youth Trust, says:
‘Christian youth workers can struggle with busy lives
and many conflicting demands on their time and
energy. Ask that they will be encouraged, strengthened
and blessed as they share their lives with young people
who are on the edge of society and the Church.’

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT’s Secretary. She updates the
ACT website, collates prayer requests for the ACT
Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now magazine.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She oversees
the smooth running of the office, responds to day-to-
day office enquiries, keeps ACT’s membership records
up-to-date and manages the Association's finances.

Rupert Kaye is ACT’s Chief Executive. He is respon-
sible for leading the Association forward, handling
media enquiries, building up ACT’s national network 
of Local Groups, representing ACT on a number of
national bodies and editing ACT Now magazine.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord all
who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in their work with
children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest – bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Thank God for ACT’s mentoring initiative which aims
to put Christians in their first three years of teaching in
touch with an experienced Christian teacher-mentor.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do – able to lead and serve in equal measure.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations – may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers – that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course. This requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

Education in the United Kingdom
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer
prayers and meditations which can be
used as they are or adapted to suit a
prayer meeting or an act of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy these
prayers.

A classroom prayer
Christ Jesus

When we open our eyes,
may You be there;

When we open our ears,
may You be there;

When we open our mouths,
may You be there;

When we open our diaries,
may You be there.

Help us to see 
with Your eyes;

Help us to hear 
with Your ears;

Help us to speak 
Your truth in love;

Help us to make time 
… for You
… for others
… for ourselves.

Amen
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A prayer of rededication for ACT and its members 
Lord God

You have called ACT to serve You 
By serving, inspiring and equipping Your people in education,
And by proclaiming Your truth to this nation.

For all that has been we say, ‘Thank You.’
For all that is yet to be, we say, ‘Yes, Lord; let it be done in us according to Your will.’

Our minds and hearts are open to new beginnings.
We promise to travel together in the faith entrusted to us;
To praise Your holy name;
To hear and obey Your call;
To be Christ-centred and Christ-like in all we think, say and do.

We rededicate ourselves now
To Your service;
To each another;
To the children and young adults in our care.

We offer this prayer in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and Saviour.

Amen

A teacher’s prayer for the New Year 
Come, Holy Spirit!
We welcome You into our home at the start of the year.

Open our minds to Your work
… in us;
… through us;
… for us;
… despite our goals and resolutions.

Come, Holy Spirit!
We welcome You into our place of employment at the start of the year.

Open our hearts to Your work 
… in our colleagues;
… through our students;
… for the wider community;
… despite our narrow plans and targets.

Come, Holy Spirit!
We welcome You into our lives at the start of the year.

Amen
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