




The Miracles of Jesus education pack includes:

• 3 disc set

• teachers’ background material, objectives 
and a range of creative classroom activities

• syllabus matrix

• key student learning materials and 
exam-style questions

• downloadable versions of all teacher 
and student materials available online

• designed to support the exam specifications 
from all major GCSE and AS/A2 level bodies.

Available exclusively from Bible Society  

Order at www.miraclesofjesus.co.uk

Includes Teachers’ GCSE/A level book to accompany the DVD

The Miracles of Jesus
‘Visually stunning and engaging’ – DAILY TELEGRAPH

ONLY

£19.99

An unmissable tool for units on Jesus and the Gospels,
presented by Rageh Omaar, the BBC’s man in Baghdad
during the 2003 Iraq war.

An objective and
unbiased resource for

exploring the miracles of Jesus
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Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

September 2007
Watford Schools’ Fellowship meets this

evening. Karen Thompson (Children & Families
Director at St Mary's, Watford) will be the speaker at
the Autumn Term Communion Service at St Luke’s
Church, Langley Way, Watford. All those involved in
education are welcome. Refreshments served from
4pm onwards. For more details, contact Mary Bowen
(T: 01923 232517 E: mary@bowens.net)

The ACT Scotland Committee meets in
Edinburgh today. Please pray for the team in their
discussions and for decisions made.

‘Back to School’ evenings at Haven of Peace
Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray for the
establishment of good relationships as parents come
to meet teachers and find out more about what their
children will be doing in school. (www.hopac.net)

Give thanks and praise for the recent merger
of the Christian Workplace Forum (CWF) and Get God
To Work (GG2W) to form a new organisation called
Transform Work UK (TWUK). Pray for Rupert Kaye 
as he represents ACT at a meeting of TWUK today.

ACT training day in Merseyside. Pray for
those attending the event at Queen’s Park CE/URC
School in St Helens and for Esther Chilvers (from
BRF’s Barnabas Team) who is speaking about Preparing
for Advent and Christmas in Key Stages 1 and 2. For
more details, contact Tim Irwin (T: 01744 27962 
E: tirwin@toucansurf.com) or Andy Langton 
(T: 0151 2810752 E: andylangton@onetel.com)

ACT training day in Sutton. Pray for those
attending the event at Church of the Good Shepherd
in Carshalton Beeches and for Rupert Kaye who is
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speaking about Making a difference: how to be a positive
Christian witness in your school/college workplace. For
more details, contact Rosey King (T: 020 8647 9669
E: rosey@sscwt.org.uk)

Tyne & Wear ACT Group meets this evening.
Pray for those attending the event and for Rupert Kaye
who is speaking about Christian teachers as public
servants: acting justly, loving mercy and 
walking humbly with our God. For more details,
contact Geoff Brown (T: 0191 4778656
E: GeoffB@scriptureunion.org.uk)

October 2007
NIACT training day in Ballymena. Pray for

those attending the event at High Kirk Presbyterian
Church and for Rupert as he speaks about Christian
approaches to classroom management and challenging
behaviour. For more details, contact Fred Corscadden
(T: 028 7776 8339 E: fredcorscadden@yahoo.co.uk)

Hugh Bradby, General Secretary of The
Independent Schools Christian Alliance, says: ‘Please
pray for a TISCA meeting in Cheltenham today.
Alister McGrath will speak about The Dawkins Delusion.’

Cambridge ACT Group hosts an annual
gathering for Christian school and college staff at Bar
Hill Ecumenical Church at 7.30pm. Pray that all who
attend will be refreshed and energised. For more
details, contact Chris Westgarth (T: 01223 262943
E: chris@smsc.org.uk) 

ACT training day in Yeovil. Pray for those
attending the event at The Park School and for Scott
Fellows who is speaking about Offering pastoral support
that really works. For more details, contact Paul Bate 
(T: 01935 423514 E: head@parkschool.com)

Parent-Teacher-Student Consultations at
Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Please pray for wisdom in conversations, and for
students to be encouraged and challenged spiritually as
well as academically. (www.hopac.net)
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November 2007
ACT training day in Plymouth. Pray for those

attending the event at Hope Baptist Church and for
Lucy Moore (BRF/Barnabas) who is leading a one-day
retreat for Christians working in schools and colleges
entitled Take a break: a quiet day for Christians working in
education. For more details, contact Richard Simpson
(T: 01752 780214 E: richsimpson@blueyonder.co.uk)

The Independent Schools Christian Alliance
(TISCA) biennial Chaplains’ conference at Glenfall
House, Cheltenham. Speakers include Tim Hastie-
Smith, Krish Kandiah, Richard Coombs and Alistair
Burt MP.

Rupert Kaye represents ACT at a meeting 
of the Christian Workplace Forum today. Pray for
everyone present as they work together to encourage
and equip Christians for mission by helping them to
see their everyday work responsibilities as a way of
serving God and witnessing to co-workers and
students/patients/clients/customers, etc.

‘International Day’ at Haven of Peace
Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray that as
students celebrate together they will come to 
understand more about God and the Gospel of
Christ. (www.hopac.net)

ACT training day in London. Pray for those
attending the event at St John’s Baptist Church,
Stratford, and for Rupert as he speaks about Christian
approaches to classroom management and challenging
behaviour. For more details, contact Frances Aubrey
(T: 020 8257 0991 E: aubrey27@softhome.net)

ACT Day 2007. Pray for a good turn-out at
this event, being hosted by Merseyside ACT Group.
Remember the invited speakers: Scott Fellows and
Harold Klassen. Pray that this will be a wonderful 
time of fellowship as ACT members meet together
from all over England. Thank God for those ACT
members willing to stand for election to the Board of
Directors at this time.
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Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 January to 31 May
2008 ACT Now Prayer Diary and/or Prayer Diary section of the
ACT website to the ACT Office by 15 October 2007. Prayers for 

1 May to 30 September 2008 by 15 February 2008. Prayers for 
1 September 2008 to 31 January 2009 by 15 June 2008.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee 
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in 
this Prayer Diary or posted on the Association’s website 
(www.christians-in-education.org.uk), we do promise that 
every prayer request will be prayed for.

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Board Meeting. Please pray for Board
members as they meet in Switzerland to discuss,
among other things, a renewed vision for the future of
this ministry. Pray for wisdom, guidance, encourage-
ment and inspiration.

December 2007
The start of mock IGCSE examinations at

Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Pray for energy and endurance for the students and
teachers as they sit/mark the exam papers.
(www.hopac.net)

January 2008
Stapleford Centre Annual Education

Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre. The
conference theme is The earth is the Lord’s; how then
should we teach? Pray for the speakers, Dave Bookless
(National Director, A Rocha UK) and Nick Spencer
(Director of Studies, Theos), as they consider a
Christian perspective on education for environmental
and social sustainability.

Education Sunday 2008. Pray that God will
bless special services in churches across England and
Wales today. For free Education Sunday resources,
please visit: www.educationsunday.org

ACT’s Board residential meeting in London.
ACT’s Directors meet for the first time since the ACT
AGM in November for a time of fellowship, team-
building and training. Pray for them as they wait upon
the Lord. Ask that they receive the necessary
guidance, inspiration and confidence in order to make
strategic decisions about the future of the Association
of Christian Teachers.

Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA
(European Educators’ Christian Association) Travelling
Secretary, as he speaks at a national Christian
teachers’ conference in Denmark. To find out more
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prayers for places
A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7  –  3 1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 8 Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers

which focus on educational concerns in a specific region
of the world. Because these prayers are not date-specific
you are free to pray as you feel led – perhaps focusing
on a single region or even a single prayer request for a
whole week at a time.

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Give thanks and praise for earlier than
usual pre-monsoon showers: great for replenishing
the wells and springs.’

Indonesia A Christian school in Jakarta is facing
problems. A militant Muslim group in the area is
organising demonstrations and using violence in an
attempt to close the school. Pray for safety, wisdom
and peace for the staff and students. Pray that God
will disarm their enemies.

India John Crump, Director of the Senior Volunteer
Network, says: ‘SVN volunteers are involved in
partnering local Christians in Maharashtra State to
plan and develop a major teacher training initiative
over the next three years. Pray for the volunteers
acting as consultants and trainers.’ (www.svnet.org)

Malaysia Pray for members of the Teachers’
Christian Fellowship Malaysia (TCFM) executive
committee as they plan to develop a website.

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Give thanks and praise that most of the
staff vacancies have now been filled. Pray that we 
will soon be able to appoint a resident nurse and a
full-time ESL teacher.’

Thailand John Crump, Director of the Senior
Volunteer Network, says: ‘Annually, in October,
missionary families from across South-East Asia 
come together for a conference run by OMF
(Overseas Missionary Fellowship). Volunteers from
SVN attend the conference specifically to provide
special extra-mural classes for the children of the
OMF missionaries. Most of the children are home
educated.’ (www.svnet.org)

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Pray for Hebron students moving on to
college/university or a gap year. Ask for wisdom and
strength as they face the future.’

Asia, Australasia & Oceania
Switzerland Pray for Daniel
Kummer and Matt Kägi in their work
with Vereinigte Bibelgruppen among
Christian teachers in German-
speaking Switzerland. Pray for them
as they seek to promote a Christian
worldview to those working in
schools and colleges.

Finland Give thanks that the
recently elected government seems
to be much more positive towards
private Christian schools. Pray that 
all Christian schools will soon be
granted the permanent licences and
community funding they need.

Lithuania Natalija Jonauskiene asks
us to give thanks with the teachers at
Rainbow Christian School in Klaipeda

for gifts received which have enabled
them to cover their heating expenses
and to purchase two new computers
and a photocopier.

EurECA Please pray for the ongoing
work of the European Educators’
Christian Association. Ask God to
bless and protect the whole EurECA
Board, especially Matt Kägi (EurECA
Chair) and John Shortt (EurECA
Travelling Secretary). Pray also for
plans to develop the EurECA website,
especially for people able and willing
to help translate content into English,
French and German.

Slovakia Chris Elston’s language
students attended a Christian camp
this summer. Pray that seeds planted

in their hearts will grow to maturity in
Christ. Pray too for the new students
who have joined Chris’ classes. Ask
that he will have opportunities to
present the Gospel to them.

Francophone Europe Daniel
Neuhaus gives thanks for a recent
conference in Switzerland attended
by more than 250 Christian educators
and school administrators from the
French-speaking regions of Europe.

Italy Jillian Bertaina of CIEI
(Comitato Insegnanti Evangelici
Italiani) – the new national Christian
Educators’ Association in Italy – says:
‘Pray that CIEI will find a voice within
the country, and for the establishment
of new evangelical schools in Italy.’

Europe & the Near East

Uganda Shedrack Musinguzi of the Uganda
Christian Teachers’ Association says: ‘Give
thanks and praise for UCTA’s new website.
Pray that it will inform, encourage and bless
Christian teachers.’ (www.uctauganda.org)

Kenya Ruth Nabie, Head of Education at
Inter-Christian Fellowships’ Evangelical
Mission, Kimilili, says: ‘A school bus trans-
ports children to Dreamland Education
Centre every school day. Pray that it will be
in good condition and for safe journeys.’

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director
of the Association of Christian Schools of
Liberia, says: ‘Money granted to ACSOL
from ACT’s Overseas Fund in 2007 will 
be used to establish the Liberian Christian
Teacher Training Institute. Pray that God 
will honour and protect this project.’
(www.acsoliberia.org)

Kenya Edith Currie says: ‘There is an
urgent need for teaching and administrative
staff at AIC (Africa Inland Church)
Missionary College to replace those going 
on home assignment in 2008.’

Tanzania Richard Feather of Haven of
Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, says: ‘We
thank God for our vibrant student community
consisting of 25 nationalities. Many children
are from Christian families but a significant
minority are from other faith groups.’
(www.hopac.net)

Kenya Ruth Nabie, Head of Education at
Inter-Christian Fellowships’ Evangelical
Mission, Kimilili, says: ‘Thank God for the
ministry of Pamela Barasa, school chaplain
to Dreamland Education Centre. Pray that
she will faithfully show the love of Jesus.’

Liberia John Crump, Director of the Senior
Volunteer Network, says: ‘In October 2007,
volunteers from ACT and SVN in England
will be running courses with the Association
of Christian Schools of Liberia for teacher
trainers, primary teachers and school princi-
pals. Pray the ACT-SVN volunteers will be
enthusiastic and effective.’ Ask for travelling
mercies. (www.svnet.org)

Africa

Paraguay St Andrew’s is a Christian
school in Asunción. Headteacher,
Gwen Carlisle, says: ‘Pray that God
will send us more staff for 2008,
especially teachers of English.’

Chile Maryke Walraven is a short-
term volunteer working at St Paul’s
School, Viña del Mar. Pray for her
contribution to the life of this Christian
school and for its impact on her life.

Paraguay FEISA (Formación en
Educación Inicial San Andrés) – 
St Andrew’s Early Years Teacher
Training College – in Asunción, has
responded to requests from indigenous

rural communities to provide pre-
school training to teachers and
mothers, adult literacy classes and 
a ‘learning through play’ scheme.
Pray for these exciting ventures.

Peru San Lucas School in Arequipa
is building four new classrooms to
cater for increased numbers. Pray for
funding and good workmanship; also
for the new adult literacy classes and
internet lessons for parents.

Paraguay Pray for a refreshing
break (December–February) for staff
and pupils of St Andrew’s School and
the Annexe School in Asunción,

despite the high temperatures and
humidity of the Paraguayan summer.

Chile William Wilson School in
south Chile is operational again after
a fire in 2004. Praise God for plans for
training older pupils for the world of
work and for a playgroup. Pray also
for the new headteacher: Silvia Cofré.

Paraguay FEISA (Formación en
Educación Inicial San Andrés) – 
St Andrew’s Early Years Teacher
Training College – in Asunción, hopes
to start its degree course in 2008.
Pray for planning, fundraising and
selection of students.

North, Central & South America
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The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries of
ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT membership Back in 1990 ACT had around
3,000 members. Today the corresponding figure is
closer to 1,500. Pray that many more Christians in
education will hear about, and join, ACT. Thank God
that the number of members who are student teachers
or NQTs has risen significantly over the last three
years; pray that this upward trend continues.

ACT’s Board of Directors Pray that ACT members
will prayerfully consider standing for election at the
ACT AGM in Liverpool on 17 November 2007.

ACT Saturday training events and Quiet
Days Pray that God will use these days to encourage,
refresh, and equip Christians working in schools.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up more Local
Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His work.

John Crump, Senior Volunteer Network (SVN)
Director, says: ‘Pray that retired teachers will join
SVN, making their skills and experience available to
serve Christian educators around the world. May they
delight in finding they are valued, and that – no matter
what their age – they can make a difference.’

Mark Greenstock, ACT Local Contact for
Sherborne, says: ‘Please pray for the launching in
September of the new Salisbury Diocese training
course Learning for discipleship. Ask that Christian
teachers may find time to join in as learners or tutors,
and that the course may be spiritually refreshing and
biblically positive.’

Judy Cook, ACT Local Contact for Hounslow and
Hillingdon, says: ‘Pray for all children and staff at a
mainstream primary school in West London. Many
children have complex emotional and educational
needs. Many have English as an additional language;
many others are from “traveller” families. Pray that the
staff will see the need to pull together and “sing from
the same song sheet”’.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course. This requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a headteacher/principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God's guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations – may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers – that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them 
for His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord 
all who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for 
their witness in schools, colleges and universities.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Commit to the Lord plans to offer a national mentoring
scheme for Christian NQTs. Pray that funding will be
forthcoming, allowing mentors and mentees to be
properly trained and supported.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
Pray that more Christians will answer God’s call to 
be ‘servant leaders’ to students, staff and the wider
community. Ask that they are blessed with wisdom 
and humility in all they think, say and do.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in these roles.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them 
to apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest – bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today's young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, as he seeks to speak from
a well-informed, caring, Christian point of view.

Education in the United Kingdom
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer
prayers and meditations which can be
used as they are or adapted to suit a
prayer meeting or an act of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy these
prayers.
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Undivided
Lord Jesus,
You deserve my undivided…
Attention! 
I need to stay alert.
I need to be open-eyed; open-eared; open-minded.
I need to be ready.
Ready to hang on to your every word
As if my very life depended on it…
Which, of course, it does!

Lord Jesus,
You deserve my undivided…
Life!
I want You to come into my home.
I want You to come into my workplace.
I want You to come ten-pin bowling with me.
You are the God of all things; all times; all places.
Give me the courage to give You all that I am…
Not just small change(s).

© 2005 Rupert Kaye

Too busy for God?
Lord, I look after my family
And go out to work,
So much to do…
It is very true
I haven't the time to spend on my knees
But I know you remember
I just want to please.

I help those in need, Lord,
I'm always so kind
And loving and caring – 
It's all very tiring,
But Lord, you know well
How hard I am trying!

Whenever I can I talk of ‘my faith’
I won't say ‘I’m lucky’
But rather ‘I’m blessed’.
I point to the sky
And hope they will grasp
It's You I am trusting –
The Lord Jesus Christ.

Sometimes I do speak of God
But it's hard – 
They don't want to hear
So I tend to shut up!
Lord, tomorrow I might have longer to spare
But just now I haven’t got time for more prayer.

There’s only one thing…
You say in Your Word
To worship You, Lord and to put You first.
But I know that You realise how busy I am
So I'll sing You a hymn whenever I can
I'll read some verses of Scripture too,
And next time I pray, I'll listen to You.

But right now I want You to understand
I'm ever so active doing all that I can
For You and Your kingdom
That’s really my aim
In my plans and my programme and daily routine.

So I give You my thanks, Lord
For all that You do…
It's such a great pity that more don't know You!

© 1993 Jean Mathews
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