

















Topsy Turvy
Christmas

Lucy Moore, 2003

BRF

paperback, 64pp, £8.99
illustrations: colour

ISBN: 1-84101-340

use: KS2 Christmas concerts
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Topsy Turvy Christmas is a musical re-telling of the
Christmas story for 7-11 year olds. It looks at the
events of Christmas through the eyes of two angels
who express their concern that things are not as they
should be. The writer states that the script is true to
the first Christmas story, although it includes visits
from a group of children and the two angels who
observe the events. However, particularly through the
songs, it considers seriously the meaning of the events
of Christmas

A CD is available with sung versions of all the songs
and backing tracks which could be used for the
performance. The musical score is printed in the back
of the book so that live performance of the accompa-
niment can easily be used. Large print words, with
simple fun illustrations, are also printed in the back of
the book to enable easy photocopying for pupils’
copies. Suggestions are made for additional traditional
carols.

Unfortunately the layout of the script itself is
somewhat confusing, with song words and instructions
for actions during the songs not always appearing in
the position in the script that they should be
performed. More helpfully, the script contains a list of
required props and costumes as well as diagrams to
aid the staging.

The script itself is simple and requires limited word
learning for the majority of parts. Some of the songs
have quite a lot of words to learn, suggesting that they
would be more suitable for the older end of KS2; but
the melodies and themes of the songs are perhaps
more suited to younger children. Overall, the play
would be much more suited to Year 3 and 4 than Year
5 and 6, but would require some work to enable the
younger children to learn all the song words.

REVIEWER Andrew Hornsby, KS2 teacher, Music and RE Co-ordinator,
Holton-le-Clay Junior School, Nr Grimsby, Lincolnshire.
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Marcus Honeysett has done a sterling job in setting
out to explain Postmodernism in an intelligible way to
the student world. It is by no means a simplistic
approach; he has gone about his task very thought-
fully, devoting a full chapter to outlining the main
theories and beliefs of the main exponents of
Postmodernism: Michael Foucault, Jacques Derrida,
Walter Benjamin, Judith Butler and Jean Baudrillard.
Each chapter concludes with a Christian response to
the particular challenge that is highlighted in the
previous paragraphs.

Part 2 responds to the question as to how we have
arrived at this stage in our culture — why the rise of
Postmodernism? Modernism, the product of rational
scientific thinking, proved flawed by the end of World
War 11, and late 20th century society moved from
modernist thinking to a culture that glorifies self,
promotes individualism and the pursuit of pleasure,
and challenges the role of any authority, whether this
lies in the form of an organised religion or the
meganarratives [sic] that have formed the building
blocks of religion. Life has to lose its moral bound-
aries, there are no meganarratives, and social
fragmentation, pluralism and political correctness have
become the order of the day.

The final section offers a Christian response to some
of the issues raised by Postmodernist thinking — how
can we cope with Christians’ belief in the authority of
the Bible in the light of the rejection of absolute
authority? How do we regard worship, and how have
we responded to today's moral and ethical issues,
where uncertainty seems to reign?

I read this book twice, because I felt that it would help
to answer some of my questions.

I wholeheartedly recommend it to today’s thinking
students.

REVIEWER David Edgington, Retired Head of RE, Watford Grammar School,
Hertfordshire.
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ACT news and reports

Biennial ACTUK Seminar hosted by NIACT

Representatives from the four national
Associations of Christian Teachers in the UK
gathered at The Causeway Hotel on the coast
of County Antrim from Friday 23 to Sunday
25 June 2006 for the biennial ACTUK Seminar.

Bobby Jennings, founding Principal of Slemish
Integrated College, Ballymena, delivered a series of
presentations on the conference theme: ‘Being a
Christian in a Relativistic Age’. Bobby’s talks stimu-
lated discussions on various issues including the
need for Christian teachers to meet together
regularly for Bible study and prayer; the imperative
for Christian educators to understand and counter
the impact of ‘creeping secularism’ in public life;
what it means to ‘be’ Christian as well as to ‘think’,
‘speak’ and ‘act’ Christianly; and the nature and
purpose of Religious Education. The latter topic
was a particular concern for NIACT representatives
because of proposals to change the way RE is
taught in Northern Ireland from being 100 per cent
Christian to being multi-faith.

But there was more to the
weekend than furrowed
brows and earnest

Matt Lewis (ACTW)

Bernard Bowers (ACT Scotland)

conversation. There was also plenty of
laughter, fresh air and good food —
including the legendary ‘Causeway
Breakfast’. There was even time to
explore the dramatic coastline and to
watch a couple of World Cup football
matches on the television.

At the end of the weekend the representa-
tives from ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and
NIACT went their separate ways. All felt
tired and happy, and upheld in their
calling to help Christians working in
schools and colleges across the UK to be

more Christ-centred and more Christ-like.
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Herne Bay

The Association of Christian Teachers,
The Stapleford Centre and Christians in
Science (CiS) joined forces to put on a
conference entitled Towards a Christian
Framework for Education on Saturday
29 April 2006 at Christ Church, Herne
Bay, Kent. 60 delegates attended.

Ann Holt opened the conference with a talk
entitled ‘Doing the same things differently —
bringing a Christian perspective to the task
of teaching’. Ann argued that education can
never be ‘value free’ and considered how
Christians can make a difference in the
classroom.

The other keynote speakers were: Martin
Rogers, Nick Spencer and Tom Hartman.
Martin spoke about the Templeton
Foundation-funded ‘Science and Religion in
Schools Project’. Nick’s topic was ‘Liberalism
and the Gospel today’. Tom presented a pro-
evolution paper entitled ‘Feathery Dinosaurs:
Evolution, the best explanation?” which stimu-
lated thought and discussion well beyond the
close of the conference.

Liverpool

A one-day conference for Christians
working in Merseyside schools and
colleges was held on Saturday 25 June
2005 at Bridge Chapel Centre, Liverpool.
The event was hosted by Andy Langton,
ACT Local Contact for Liverpool.

Trevor Cooling, Director of Transforming
Lives, was the keynote speaker. He challenged
the 20 delegates present to be as daring in
the workplace as ‘a Ruth’ or ‘a Daniel’.

Tim Irwin, ACT Local Contact for St Helens,
spoke about the Association of Christian
Teachers. He recalled how ACT had given
him a great deal of support throughout his
25-year teaching career and encouraged
non-members to join the Association. Tim
went on to say how much he valued the way
ACT represents the interests of Christians in
education at a national level.
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ACT Saturday events

Cost: £10 for all members of ACT, ACT Scotland,
ACTW, NIACT or TISCA. £15 for everyone else.

The course fee includes lunch, afternoon tea, other
refreshments and all course materials.

Booking: Please photocopy and complete the
booking form at the bottom of this page and post it
to the ACT office, attaching a cheque payable to ‘ACT’,
by the closing date indicated. Please use a separate
form for each event you wish to book a place on.

Time: All of the Saturday events listed here start at
10.30am and finish at 3.30pm.

Saturday 21 October 2006
Hosted by South Bucks ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging
behaviour

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: King’s Church Amersham, Chapel Yard,
High Street, Amersham, Bucks, HP7 0DJ

Closing date for bookings: 11 October 2006

Saturday 28 October 2006
Hosted by Reading ACT Group

The Christian teacher:
making a difference (being a
Christian witness in school)

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Earley Christian Fellowship,
153 Wokingham Road, Reading, RG6 1LP

Closing date for bookings. 18 October 2006

BOOKING FORM

Saturday 11 November 2006

Hosted by Preston/West Lancs
ACT Group

Take a break: a quiet day for
Christians working in education

Led by: Alison Harris (Barnabas)

At: Winmarleigh C of E Primary School,
Church Lane, Winmarleigh, Preston,
Lancashire, PR3 OLA

Closing date for bookings: 1 November 2006

Saturday 9 December 2006
Hosted by Tyne & Wear ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging
behaviour

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Church House, St John’s Terrace,
North Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE29 6HS

Closing date for bookings: 29 November 2006

Saturday 13 January 2007
Hosted by Bath ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging
behaviour

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: St Bartholomew’s Church Centre,
King Edward Road, Oldfield Park, Bath,
BA2 3PB

Closing date for bookings: 3 January 2007

Please return this booking form to ACT, 94a London Road, St Albans, Herts,

AL1 INX no later than ten days prior to the date of the event.

Name:

Saturday 3 March 2007

Hosted by Dunstable ACT Group

Take a Break: a quiet day for
Christians working in education

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: All Saints’ Church, Main Road South,
Dagnall, Nr Dunstable, Buckinghamshire,
HP4 10X

Closing date for bookings: 21 February 2007

Saturday 17 March 2007
Hosted by Nottingham ACT Group

Called to Teach: 1st National
Conference for Christian NQTs
and Student Teachers

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Trent Vineyard, Easter Park,
Lenton Lane, Nottingham, NG7 2PX

Closing date for bookings. 7 March 2007

Saturday 24 March 2007
Hosted by Plymouth ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging
behaviour

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Hope Baptist Church, Peverell Corner,
Peverell Park Road, Plymouth, PL3 4QG

Closing date for bookings: 14 March 2007

Please note: we need to know by this date in order to confirm the catering
arrangements. Bookings cancelled seven days or less prior to the event

will not be refunded.

I wish to book a place on the following Saturday event:

Date of event:

Address:

Please print

Postcode:

Tel:

Hosting ACT Group:

Email:

I am a member of:

I work at:

|:| ACT |:| ACT Scotland |:| ACTW |:| NIACT |:| TISCA

I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ACT’) for:

|:| £10 |:| £15

Please tick as appropriate

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

School / College name

My dietary (or other) requirements:

I:l vegetarian I:l vegan I:l gluten free

other:

Please specify
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September 911

Monday 25

Our vigilant Police Sergeant Lewis detected dachs-
hund hairs on our school gatepost yesterday. Today
school was suspended while all the children, with
their parents, were interviewed by the sergeant, five
constables and a very sharp senior officer, Chief
Inspector Gorse. They are looking for a man in
lederhosen, with cropped hair, Baedeker guide book,
Lieberman and Gortz binoculars, carrying a Leica
camera, smoking a meerschaum and walking a
dachshund. They think he might be a German spy.

Tuesday 26

News arrived today that the National Guidelines
for RE now include the interpretation of the Old
Testament set out in the sensational film The
Lammermann Code. According to this ‘the high
places’, which Hebrew kings are recorded as either
allowing (Rehoboam, Manasseh) or destroying
(Hezekiah, Josiah), were masts on hilltops. Thus,
Israel’s history until the Babylonian Exile was a
struggle for total economic control by a mobile
phone company. Also, the KS2 Geography orders
have had to be adapted because of changing export-
import patterns. For example, all old-fashioned
humbug in Britain now comes from Australia.

Wednesday 27

Hi there! Melinda Cartwright here!! Covering for
Len (the Head) and Vicki (Oakenstaff) who are
taking time out today for interactive networking
with other school leaders for blue sky thinking
about skill-honing for leading edge spearheading of
dynamic change! So I'm filling in the log today!!!!
They asked me, so I said ‘No problem!’, so they
said ‘Thank you!” and I said “You're welcome! Have
a nice day!!” Nothing out of the ordinary to

Headteacher's log
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Several constructive conversations with parents!!!!
No interruptions to routines!!!! Pretty boring

Thursday 28

There is another strike of schoolchildren, and 97 of
our 120 children did not appear this morning. The
whole village is affected by the strikes of farm,
transport and post office workers. Even the two
curates are on strike. This unrest has been going
on throughout the summer, with violence only
subdued by the deadly heat wave in August. The
country seems on the verge of collapse. Funny,
this was not mentioned in yesterday’s INSET. The
only interesting thing was a long-lense photo of
the education correspondent of the Daily Wail. The
five Y6 children here today sat the KS2 Citizenship
practice test. Things will be different tomorrow.

Friday 29

Assembly was the strike-breaker. Our Rector took
it as usual, but with musical backup. Texas
Community Church is on a ten-day mission to
Eurasia and the British Empire. TCC’s music group
‘Love Feast’ played and sang their own weapons-
grade Gospel music. The hall was packed, and the
windows shook. The Canon read Judges 3:12-30,
Ehud’s assassination of King Eglon, and spoke
movingly on our duty to obey those in authority
over us. Then the bulk of Y6 filed out to sit the
Citizenship practice test. They’ll do well, cognitive

dissonance permitting.
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ARE YOU UP FOR A CHALLENGE?

4

Whether climbing above the clouds,
® opeo o absorbing the heat of the early morning

sun, hiking through creeper-clad rain
forest or traversing moonscapes and

volcanic scree, summitting the highest

_ freestanding mountain in the world offers
. an exhilarating sense of achievement.
Capped by an African safari to end the

trip, this is surely an adventure promising
memories to last a lifetime.

By joining ACT’s 2007 Sponsored
Kilimanjaro Challenge you won't just be
climbing Africa’s highest peak, you'll be
= helping to offer practical support to
% 3|'d 13th AUgUSt 2007 Christian teachers around the world by
raising money for the ACT Overseas Fund.

This is a tough, high altitude hike.
Difficulty rating: 9/10.

To find out how you can help raise funds for the ACT Overseas Fund contact Rupert Kaye on:

T: 01727 840298 E: act@christian-teachers.org.uk W: www.christian-teachers.org.uk

Registered Charity: 295328

The Stapleford Centre Annual Education Conference 2007

_ _ because Christianity isn’t
Transforming Lives? black and white

Transforming
Culture?

The Christian teacher
in the post-modern world

anuary 2007

the Church Times is the best-selling independent

Christian newspaper in the UK

www.churchtimes.co.uk

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London NI OBR

Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times
Name

Address

To find out more:
email: conferences@stapleford-centre.org
phone: 0115 939 6270

Postcode......ccoueuveureneunenee

Email B6ACT3
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THE

LIUIBHTHPDUSE
GRouUP

The Lighthouse Group is an innovative education
provider planning to open new centres in South
London and North Birmingham with career
opportunities for Teachers, Teaching Assistants
and Youth Development Workers.

They are looking to recruit passionate and
dedicated individuals wanting to help young
people excel with their education. There is a

genuine occupational requirement for this position
to be filled by a Christian.

If you think you've got what it takes, then contact:

Rachael Newman
The Lighthouse Group, 353 Great Horton Road,
Bradford, BD7 3BZ.

Tel: 01274 570232
e-mail: rachael@thelighthousegroup.co.uk

Interviews will be held early October 2006

Do you have the
passion and
experience to work
with young people
from diverse
backgrounds?

Are you able to
respond to complex
social issues and
their impact upon
young people?



ACT PRAYER DIARY

SEPTEMBER 2006 —

| JANUARY 2007

pmyers by date

Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

September 2006

o Pray for pupils and students as they get
ready for school/college. Remember those beginning
at a new school/college as well as those going ‘up’ to
a new class. Pray also for school/college members of
staff as they return to work after their summer vaca-
tion, especially those who are new to the profession;
those who are returning after a long time away from
the classroom; and those taking on new roles and
responsibilities this term.

@D Watford Teachers’ Fellowship will be holding
their termly Communion Service this evening at

St Luke’s Church, Langley Way, Watford. The speaker

will be Gemma Gosling from Soul Survivor. For more

details, contact Mary Bowen. (T: 01923 232517

E: mary@bowens.net)

@EID ACT Scotland Committee meets today in
Edinburgh. Pray for wisdom and clarity of thought so
that items can be properly prioritised. Ask for God’s
guidance as decisions are made.

National Christian Teachers’ Conference in
Wigan. The conference will focus on the application
of Christian beliefs and values in a professional world
where a secular approach is wrongly perceived as
being neutral. This event is organised jointly by ACT,
the Stapleford Centre, Scripture Union and TISCA
(The Independent Schools’ Christian Alliance). Please
pray for the speakers: Professor Bart McGettrick,
Yvonne Richmond and Emlyn Williams. Pray also for
the delegates.

@3 Cheltenham Prayer for Schools Network
(CPSN) holds its Autumn Prayer Meeting at
Cheltenham Ladies’ College. Pray for Debra Legge
(Diocesan RE Advisor) and Rupert Kaye (ACT Chief
Executive) who will be speaking at the event. Ask that
the meeting will fulfil God’s purposes and be a source

of encouragement to all those who attend. Praise God
that CPSN now includes 32 school prayer groups. For
more details, contact Sheila Bowden. (T: 01242 233440
E: bowden@surefish.co.uk)

[ 27 ] Nottingham ACT Group (known as CUE:

Christians United in Education) meets at 7.30pm for a
quiz evening and beetle drive at the Wheelhouse Pub
in Wollaton. Pray for good conversations and positive
relationships. For more details, contact Naomi Burton.
(T: 0115 9209421 E: robbieandnaomi@ntlworld.com)

@I TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian
Alliance) meets this evening in Cheltenham. The
speaker will be the Bishop of Bristol.

@EDD ACT’s Board of Directors meets in London
today. Pray for God’s guidance, encouragement and
inspiration.

October 2006

@D Pray for the new General Secretary of
TISCA, Hugh Bradby, and his wife Ruth, who take
over this month from Mark Greenstock. Pray for a
smooth transfer of the TISCA office from Sherborne
to Leamington Spa.

@3 TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian
Alliance) has an evening meeting at King’s School,
Bruton, Somerset.

@ Bournemouth ACT Group meets this
evening. Rupert Kaye (ACT Chief Executive) will be
speaking about Modelling Christ in the classroom. For
more details, contact David Cook.

(T: 01202 738416 E: kdccook@aol.com)

@I Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Amersham. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour. For
more details, contact Andy Yarrow.

(T: 020 83486191 E: andyyarrow@aol.com)

@I Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Reading. Pray for those attending the event and for
Rupert as he speaks about The Christian teacher:

making a difference (being a Christian witness in school).
For more details, contact Andrea Smith.
(T: 0118 9751531 E: schoolsworker@yahoo.co.uk)

@I Rupert Kaye represents ACT at a Christian
Workplace Forum meeting at the House of Commons.
Pray that all present — including politicians and policy
makers — will hear what God is saying.

November 2006

@YD Faith in Work careers conference for
Christian students in years 11-13. This event is being
held at St George’s School, Harpenden. It is jointly
sponsored by ACT, the Christian Workplace Forum
(CWF), St Albans and Harpenden Christian Education
Project (STEP) and Youth With A Mission (YWAM).
Pray that God will bless all those who attend. For
more details, contact Natalie Edwards.

(T: 01727 893540 E: nedwards@oval.com)

Bath Area Schools Prayer Meeting takes place
at 7.45pm. For more details, contact Chris Hammersley.
(T: 01225 335531 E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

@I ACT Scotland is holding its Annual Day
Conference at Hamilton College, Lanarkshire. Pray for
Rupert Kaye as he represents ACT England at this
event and leads a workshop about setting up local ACT
groups and encouraging greater grassroots involve-
ment amongst Christians in education.

@I ACT Day. Pray for Rupert Kaye, Signe
Sandsmark and Richard Wilkins — the speakers at this
year’s one-day conference. Please pray for a day of
encouragement and fellowship as members meet
together from all over England. Thank God for those
ACT members willing to stand for election to the
Board of Directors at this time.

@I Doncaster Schools Work Trust has a meeting
this evening. Pray for Rupert Kaye who is the invited
speaker.

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for | January to 3| May
2007 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section of the ACT website to
the ACT Office by |5 October 2006. Prayers for | May to 30

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Board Meeting. Please pray for the Board
members as they meet in Switzerland this weekend to
discuss, among other things, a renewed vision for the
future of this ministry. Pray for wisdom, guidance,
encouragement and inspiration.

@I TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian
Alliance) Trustees meet today with important decisions
to be made about a new Chair and other positions.
Pray for the General Secretary, Hugh Bradby, and his
wife Ruth, as they continue in their new roles.

December 2006

m Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact for
Bath says: ‘Pray for Christmas Unwrapped — an interac-
tive workshop led by 2by2 at Widcombe Baptist
Church in Bath. Five schools will be visiting the church
to learn about Christmas.’

January 2007

Stapleford Centre Annual Education
Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre. The
conference theme is Christian teachers in a postmodern
culture. Pray for the speakers: Trevor Cooling
(Director, Transforming Lives Project), Brian Draper
(Lecturer in Contemporary Culture, LICC) and Claire
Watkins (Vice Principal, Margaret Beaufort Institute
of Theology, Cambridge).

@ED Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training
day in Bath. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches
to classroom management and challenging behaviour.
For more details, contact Chris Hammersley.

(T: 01225 335531 E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

ACT Board residential weekend in London.
ACT'’s Directors meet for a time of training and team-
building. Pray that God will be in their midst.

September 2007 by |5 February 2007. Prayers for | September
2007 to 31 January 2008 by 15 June 2007

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request
will be prayed for.
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Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers
which focus on educational concerns in a specific region

prayers for places

Asia, Australasia & Oceania

Pakistan Pray for teaching and boarding staff at Murree
Christian School. Even a small school requires a full staff
— but attracting people to work for low salaries (or even
asking them to raise their own support!) is a challenge.
Pray that God will raise up women and men to answer
the call to serve at MCS. (www.mcs.org.pk)

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia (TCFM) says: ‘Pray for Christian
school principals in Malaysia. Ask that God will grant
each one His special wisdom, favour and humility to lead
mission and government-aided schools amidst changing
and challenging educational demands.’

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School, Ooty,
says: ‘Lift to the Lord our ongoing planning applications
for staff housing and our centenary project — now 7 years
in the asking!’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia (TCFM) says: ‘Pray that Christian
educators who are headteachers in both mission and
government schools in East and West Malaysia, will seek
God’s design and counsel in the process of managing
schools, mentoring staff members and monitoring school
development programmes.’

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones says: ‘Continue to pray for
more Christian theology lecturers for Indonesia. The
country needs people with a desire to see the Indonesian
church equipped and mobilised to reach out to the
majority Muslim community.’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia (TCFM) says: ‘Pray that the Lord
will encourage and empower all Christian teachers at the
grassroot levels to bloom wherever they are posted and
planted. May God lead each one of them to be more than
just a teacher’

India Eappen John, General Secretary of the Evangelical
Teachers’ Fellowship says: ‘Please pray that all ETF
members will make a financial commitment to the organi-
sation so that all ETF’s financial needs can be met.’

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
Natalija Jonauskiene says: ‘Please
pray for Christian teachers in state
schools and new Christian schools in
the Baltic States. Give thanks for the
provision of a new building, for three
years, for the Christian school in
Klaipeda, Lithuania.’

Lebanon Pray that students and
teachers of all faiths and none will be
able to attend school in safety. Ask
that staff and students at Dar el
Awlad School for Boys — a Christian
academy in Beirut — will experience
God’s love and protection.

Israel / Occupied Territories
Pray that students and teachers of all

Bolivia Ann Christian of CCA
(Carachipampa Christian School) in
Cochabamba says: ‘Please pray for
CCA as it faces “re-accreditation”
with the Association of Christian
Schools International (ACSI). The
process is like an Ofsted inspection.
Please pray for staff and students.’

Paraguay Thank God that the Head
of Early Years Education at the
Ministry of Education has said FEISA
(the Early Years Teacher Training
Faculty in Asuncion) is ‘the best Early
Years teacher training college in
Paraguay.’ Pray for FEISA staff as
they work with an indigenous
community to provide pre-school
teaching to children.

of the world. Because these prayers are not date-specific
you are free to pray as you feel led — perhaps focusing on

a single region or even a single prayer request for a
whole week at a time.

faiths and none will be able to attend
school in safety. Ask that staff and
students at Rawdat El-Zuhur — a
Christian-run primary school in the
heart of East Jerusalem — will experi-
ence God’s love and protection.

Germany Heike Schwarz reports
that there are now 40 teacher prayer
groups in the federal state of Baden-
Wiirttemberg. Please pray that they
will continue to meet and to
encourage one another.

Slovakia Pray for Chris Elston who,
despite suffering eye-trouble, conti-
nues to work through churches with
Scripture Union. Ask for new oppor-
tunities to preach the Gospel and to

Peru Praise God for the Bible clubs
and holidays run by churches last
Summer. Margaret Saunderson of
Latin Link asks for prayer that follow-
up contact will be maintained with the
children and their parents during the
school year (March to November).

Paraguay Remember FEISA (the
Early Years Teacher Training Faculty
in Asuncion) as it waits to find out
whether it is granted permission to
offer a degree-level course from
March 2007 onwards.

Ecuador Jill Ball of SAMS (South
American Mission Society) asks for
prayer as she hosts a class for
children with various physical and/
or learning disabilities in her home in

keep contact with individual
‘seekers’. Pray especially for new
students who will hear about Jesus
as Chris teaches them English.

EurECA Please pray for ongoing
work by John Shortt and Rupert
Kaye on the new EurECA (European
Educators’ Christian Association)
website. Ask that it will be a source
of blessing and encouragement for
Christian teachers across Europe.
(www.eureca-online.org)

Lebanon Matt Parker and the staff
of Dar el Awlad School for Boys in
Beirut ask us to pray that the students
will respond to God’s love by
becoming true disciples of Jesus.

North, Central & South America

Santo Domingo. Pray for the children
and for the teachers: Efren and Ruth.

Peru A playbus scheme in Lima
offers Godly play and creative group
activities to help children develop
their thinking and decision-making
skills. Pray for the local leaders. Ask
that their work will greatly benefit the
children.

Paraguay Pray for the staff and
students of St Andrew’s School,
Asuncion, in the closing months of
the 2006 academic year with exams
and special events in a hot, humid
climate. Ask God’s blessing on the
holiday months of December and
January.

Namibia YWAM (Youth With A Mission)
Africa has established a Christian school in
Katutura. Pray that this exciting initiative —
which is part of the much bigger Teachers
for Africa project — will prosper.

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director
of the Association of Christian Schools of
Liberia (ACSOL), says: ‘Teachers receive a
very low income and urban housing is
expensive. Pray that more donors will
support ACSOL’s vision to establish a
Teachers’ Village to provide affordable
urban housing. The project will build 150
two-bedroom apartments over a three-year
period at US$ 3,000 per apartment.’

Zimbabwe Pray for the continuing witness
of the suffering Church. Lift to the Lord all
those Christian teachers, pastors and
missionaries who have been brutally
harassed or wrongfully arrested by the
police.

Kenya Edith Currie says: ‘Most students at
AIC (Africa Inland Church) Missionary
College are unable to pay their school fees.
Pray for supportive churches and friends.”

South Africa Pray that God will raise up a
new generation of teachers and school
leaders committed to bringing a dynamic
Christian witness to young people in
challenging circumstances.

Zambia Hilary Millard says: ‘Give thanks
for Amano Christian School and praise God
for the way children are enthusiastically
committing Bible verses to memory. The
secondary school needs a new headteacher
and more subject teachers. Ask that all who
are involved with the school will be blessed
with a spirit of unity and wisdom as they
plan for the future.’

Kenya Edith Currie says: ‘On Wednesday
afternoons both staff and students at AIC
(Africa Inland Church) Missionary College
are involved in Outreach into needy
communities close to the college. Pray that
the love of Jesus will touch these men,
women and children.’



Education in the United Kingdom

The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries of
ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up more Local
Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His work.

ACT Saturday training events and Quiet Days
Pray that God will use these days to encourage,
refresh, and equip Christians working in schools.

ACT website Thank God for ACT’s newly expanded
website. Give thanks for the work of Paul Tilbury
(designer) and Pete Worthington (programmer). Pray
that many more Christians working in education,
especially student teachers and NQTs, will join ACT
via the website.

Natalie Edwards, ACT Local Contact for
Harpenden says: ‘Please pray for the schools work
taking place in St Albans and Harpenden. Ask that
the new academic year will start well with the new
volunteer team, and that there will be a fresh sense
of God’s anointing and passion.’

Jackie Gooding, ACT Local Contact for Tower
Hamlets (London) says: ‘Please pray for a Christian
teacher named Linda-May Bingham, in post for less
than two years as Head of Britannia Village Primary
School in Newham, East London. The school was one
of the 200 bottom schools in the country but has now
dramatically improved its “synthetic phonics” and its
results. Praise God for renewed vision and hope.’

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT’s secretary. She updates the
ACT website, collates prayer requests for the ACT
Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now magazine.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She oversees

the smooth running of the office, responds to day-to-

day office enquiries, keeps ACT’s membership records
up-to-date and manages the Association’s finances.

Rupert Kaye is ACT’s Chief Executive. He is respon-
sible for leading the Association forward, handling
media enquiries, building up ACT’s national network of
Local Groups, representing ACT on a number of
national bodies and editing ACT Now magazine.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord all
who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in their work with
children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest — bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God'’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Thank God for ACT’s mentoring initiative which aims
to put Christians in their first three years of teaching in
touch with an experienced Christian teacher-mentor.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do — able to lead and serve in equal measure.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations — may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers — that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.
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A prayer of thanks for all God’s children
Lord our God

We thank you that you made each one of us in your image and likeness, and that we are
all your beloved children.

We pray for the children /students we teach.

We pray for children /students who ... make us smile;
.. challenge our way of thinking;
.. test our patience;
... we find easy to like;
.. we find difficult to like;
.. are bright,
.. are hardworking;

.. find learning tough;

.. get on our nerves;

.. are a delight,

.. like to laugh;

.. always look sad;

.. always look lost;

.. talk all the time;

.. never say a word;

.. are easily overlooked;

.. are impossible to ignore;

.. remind us of ourselves when we were younger!

We thank you for all the children/students who have an impact on our lives and for the
privilege of having an impact on their lives.

Lord, help us not to label those we teach or to fall into the trap of thinking we have got
them sussed. Help us to be open to new revelations and the work of your Holy Spirit in
each of their lives.

Lord, use those we teach to teach us. Help us to be Christ-like at all times; seeing each one
with your eyes and valuing them with your heart of love.

We ask this prayer in the name of Jesus the teacher.

Amen






